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Extra copies of the Christmas Exercises in this 
number may be obtained of Eben. Shute, 52 Brom- 
field Street, Boston. 


It is cause for hearty congratulation that the mana- 
gers of the Permanent Exhibition have decided to 
close its buildings on Sunday, out of deference to the 
opinions and preferences of its best friends in the 
community generally. The Exhibition will be sure 
to have new supporters because of this action, and we 
hope and believe that the step thus taken will be 
found to promote its substantial prosperity. 


Among all the memorial erections of late years, 
we have heard of none more graceful or fitting than 
the proposed “ Henry B. Smith Memorial Reference 
Library,” at the Union Seminary at New York. 
Some twenty-five hundred volumes have been already 
secured. Ten thousand dollars are needed for a 
permanent endowment fund, and this sum it is pro- 
posed to raise in share subscriptions of five dollars 
each. It ought to be quickly raised. 


Good in plenty does not cloy; the infinite simal 
addition that makes up the too much does the mis- 
chief. An address at a convention or elsewhere may 
be edifying for twenty minutes, which five minutes 
more will ruin. In prayer, itis “as the heathen do,” 
to use vain repetitions: what comparison then, will 
fit the prolix speaker in the pulpit, on the platform, 





mers have a saying that it is the last decimal place 
that costs; you can compute the time of a given phe- 
nomenon in the heavens to a second, with compara- 
tive ease; but to know it to a tenth of a second costs 
additional hours of toil. The last watch is the weari- 
some one in a night vigil; and “the last straw” is 
proverbial. Overdoing is undoing. 


Although the Bible lessons are the same in nearly 
all our Sunday-schools, the celebration programmes 
are by no means uniform. Here, for instance, isa 
“Mother Goose Opera,” performed by a Brooklyn 
Sunday-school, which we suppose is not in general 
use. It is given on a week day evening; but it is 
a Sunday-school affair for all that. It includes “ Lit- 
tle Polly Flinders,” “Tom, the Piper’s Son,” “ Sing 
a Song a Sixpence,” “ Jack and Jill,” “ Ding Dong 
Bell,” ‘ Where are you Going, my Pretty Maid?” 
and other high-toned melodies not commonly found 
in the average Sunday-school music book. Possibly 
there could be nothing more appropriate than such an 
exercise as this in training the children to act like— 
little geese. But ten years hence, when Bible les- 
sons have taken the place of Mother Goose’s Melo- 
dies in that Sunday-school, there will be more than 
one old gander in that farm-yard to hiss out the 
suggestion that the Sunday-schools of that time are 
falling away from the high standard of former days. 


A recent editorial in The Nation, on “‘ The Church 
as an Aid to Good Conduct,” has attracted no little 
attention, in view of the notable instances of misdoing 
on the part of professedly Christian men made public 
within the past few months. It has even been 
reprinted for separate circulation ; and the impor- 
tance of its theme clearly justifies the notice taken of 
its substance. Its more important” suggestions are: 
that every attempt to make “ Christ’s influence and 
authority rest on his moral teachings and example, 
without the support of a divine nature or mission or 
sacrifice, has failed utterly ;” that his teachings “need 
the touch of supernatural authority to make them 
impressive enough for the work of social regenera- 
tion ;”’ that “ church-membership ought to involve a 
discipline of some kind, in order to furnish moral 
aid; ought “to impose some restraint on people's 
inclinations, the operation of which will be visible, 
and enforced by some external sanction that if 
“Christians are to be regarded as more trustworthy, 
and as living on a higher plane than the rest of the 
world, they must furnish stronger evidences of their 
sincerity than are now exacted from them, and evi- 
dences which, instead of being the indulgence of per- 
sonal taste, will consist of plain and open self-denial ;”’ 
that, in fact, they “ will have to have a good deal of 
the ascetic about them, but without any withdrawal, 
from the world.” These suggestions are certainly 
in the right direction, and their expression is all the 
more significant for finding place in such a paper as 
The Nation. But, as the basis of these sensible 
reflections, their author assumes a series of facts hay- 
ing no foundation in truth; and his error in this 
direction ought not to go unrebuked. He claims that 
the present times show more of immorality in the 
church, and less of church-going on the part of 
workingmeu, than formerly; that ‘‘ church scandals 
multiply ;” and in accounting for this decline in 
morals, he declares that there is “a loss of faith in 





not believe in the fail, the atonement, the resurrec- 
tion, and a future state of rewards and punishments” 
as they once did ; that “they do not believe the story 
of Christ's life, and the theory of his character and 
attributes given in the New Testament ;” that, indeed, 
“no man who keeps himself familiar with the intel- 
lectual and scientific movements of the day, however 
devout a Christian he may be, likes to question him- 
self as to his belief about these matters, or would like 
to have to defineaccurately where his faith ended and 
his doubts began.’’ Now, that the author of these 
statements is sincere in supposing that they are truth- 
fal, we do not question; yet, we insist upon it that 
each declaration we have quoted is utterly and 
unqualifiedly false; and that any fair examination 
of the evidence in the case will so convince a reason- 
able man. All trustworthy statistics show that a 
larger percentage of our working people are regular 
church attendants now than fifty or one hundred 
years ago; while the most casual examination of 
local church records or of the ecclesiastical history of 
our country will suffice to show that gross sins and 
immoralities, ‘and public scandals in the ministry 
and membership of our American churches of the 
former days were far beyond anything known in 
this generation. And as to the loss of faith in the 
dogmas named, we confidently affirm, that there 
was never before a time when so large a number of 
intelligent men and women—or so large a share of all 
such persons—in the community, held them with 
unwavering confidence as the convictions of their 
souls; and that never before were so many of the 
clearest thinkers and the profoundest lovers of scien- 
tific investigation firm in their faith in these dogmas, 
and ready to say so with positiveness in public or in 
private. The writer in The Nation is by no means 
alone in his error on these points; but if he were 
better informed of the /uc/s concerning religious 
belief and,practice in our country, his sensible opinions 
and theories would have more value; for he is evi- 
dently a well-meaning man—as far as he knows. 





PRAYING AT THE AUDIENCE. 


Last week we had something to say of the failure 
of those who would Jead in prayer, through their 
thinking too little of the capacities and wants of those 
whom they have essayed to lead. But, as we then 
suggested, there is another fault—quite as grievous— 
in the direction of thinking too much of the congre- 
gation; and of that we now want to emphasize a 
thought or two. 

The prayer that takes the assembly too little into 
consideration—the rhapsodic prayer or religious so- 
liloguy—may be acceptable to God if offered in sim- 
plicity and ignorance by the epeaker, albeit this is 
the prayer that the Lord instructs us to keep for the 
closet with the door shut. The trouble with it, as 
concerns the speaker, is that it is hardly possible it 
should be offered in public with simplicity. Called up 
before a company of children and others, not, as he 
thinks, to express the common wants of all, small and 
great, in plain petitions to the common Father, but 
to exhibit his own religious experience under the 
form of an address to God, it is almost inevitable 
that the consciousness of an audience other than 
God himself, an audience of outsiders, listening but 
not participating, shall mar whatever there may be 
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of simplicity and godly sincerity in the speaker's 
own’ heart. 

But the other distorted phase of “opening with 
prayer ""—the prayer that takes the assembly ‘oo 
much; into consideration, being distinctly leveled at 
the assembly—the “ beautiful prayer,” the “ eloquent 
prayer,” the “impressive prayer,” the “ affecting 
prayer,” and the “instructive prayer —is an abomi- 
nation both to God and man. It is a sham—a false 
hypocritical pretense that does not impose upon God 
to whom it affects to be addressed, nor upon the audi- 
ence to whom it is really addressed, but only, to a 
certain degree, upon the person who utters it, and 
who undoubtedly, in many cases, really thinks he is 
praying. 

There are many phases of this sort of “opening 
with prayer,” the commonest of which is the preach- 
ing prayer. It is an effort, in an oblique way, to 
convey salutary truth into the minds of the children, 
or to make a useful impression upon their feelings. 
Sometimes it is aimed at the school in general ; some- 
times it is very pointedly directed at individuals. 
The latter is a common device in revival meetings. 
Professor Park, lecturing on this point at Andover, 
illustrated by the story of a combined effort, under 
a certain evangelist, to make a saving impression 
upon a noted scoffer of the town by praying for him 
publicly by name. After a week of this, the preacher, 
meeting the reprobate, remonstrated with him for 
his obduracy: “It makes me sad, Giddings, to see 
you holding out in unbelief. You know how we have 
been beseeching the Lord for you these many daye. 
How is it that you are not touched?” “ Well, par- 
son, I'll explain it. Here 'you’ve been praying all 
this time for,Timothy Giddings. But my name is 
Timothy S. Giddings.” That combination to make 
an impression under the pretense of praying some- 
how failed to be impressive. 

A more disagreeable and irreligious thing, to our 
mind, than the preaching prayer, is the eloquent or 
beautiful prayer. For the former has at least the 
dignity of a worthy purpose, although it seeks it by 
an insincere way. But the eloquent and beautiful 
prayer is a profane use of the name of God to show 
off the fine fancies of the speaker. This is com- 
monly the prayer of great occasions—the Fourth-of- 
July prayer. It was a prayer of this sort, on such 
an occasion, which was described by a Boston news- 
paper of the time, with unconscious satire, as “the 
most eloquent prayer ever offered to—a Boston 
audience.” It is, in one sense, the most effectual of 
all prayers. They who offer it “verily have their 
reward.” They get what they are after. If it is a 
sweet and joyful thing to behold the handkerchief 
drooping from the eyes of beauty with the monogram 
folded outside, and to hear the whisper “ What a 
lovely prayer!” run down the crowded aisles after 
service, this is the short and easy way to find it. 

It may be thought that this sort of thing is the 
vice of great preachers in big churches, and is not 
likely to find its way into humble Sunday-schools. 
But when this business begins in the pulpit it does 
not stop there. It works its way down to corrupt 
the devotions of little prayer-meetings, and to hinder 
the simple prayers of little children in their Sunday- 
school, 

We need not dwell upon other perverse phases of 
“opening with prayer,” such as the prayer commu- 
nicating information about affairs in the Sunday- 
school, the prayer with complimentary allusions to 
visitors present, the prayer with vicious little digs in 
it at people or parties obnoxious to the speaker. We 
all know them, and most of us, let it be hoped, do 
not like them. But the last place in which they 
ought to intrude, the first place from which they 
ought to be scouted, is the place where little children 
gather to be taught and helped to worship God. 

How to keep them out—that isa difficult ques- 
tion. One suggestion may be offered as having gen- 
eral, though not universal, application: when you see 
a strange gentleman ina back seat, and some one 





Sunday-school man, and that he would like to be 
asked to “open with prayer,” don’t you do it, not if 
he is Robert Raikes and Albert Woodruff rolled into 
one. Your children don’t want a distinguished 
prayer by an eminent gentleman. They want a 
plain prayer, in a familiar voice, by an old friend 
whom they know, and who knows them. And if you 
feel timid about it, and distrustful of your power to 
lead their petitions fitly, there is reason to hope 
that you are just the man for the duty yourself. 
Many judicious Sunday-school workers of different 
denominations incline to the judgment that the uni- 
vereal, constantly recurring wants of human nature, 
and especially of child nature, may well be expressed 
in fixed and settled language, so arranged that the 
children can take audible part in the praying, by reci- 
tation or response, or (as in the Moravian litanies) by 
the verse of a hymn from time to time; still leaving 
liberty for the expression of the special wants or 
feelings of the time, the mood, the circumstances. 
But. whatever be the method used, there will 
always and everywhere be need to cultivate the spirit 
of prayer, which is the spirit of a little child, and to 
say ever to him who is the inspirer and hearer of 
prayer, “ Lord, teach us to pray.” 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


——$<——— 


To those who are interested in the stereopticon question, 
a pastor in Westerly, R. I., has this word of practical 
suggestion : 

About that matter of exchanging stereopticon slides, noticed in 
The Times of October 27: Why could not the plan be adopted 
which microscopists use? Let the gentleman who has slides which 
be would like to exchange insert a notice to that effect, with a 
description of his specimens, in the columns of The Sunday School 
Times, as he would any other advertisement, under its appropriate 
class-heading, giving his name and address. Some one will see his 
card and address him, and thus the matter be arranged. The plan 
is a simple one, and by it thousands of microscopic specimens are 
constantly traveling through the mails. 





Now here is a suggestion which will disturb the equa- 
nimity of more than one of our conservative friends. It 
was about all they could stand, to accept the plan of 
uniform lessons in the Sunday-school; but as if that were 
a small matter, the proposal is now actually before their 
eyes to have uniform topics for Sunday sermons. Well 
may they ask, What are we coming to? It is from New 
Castle, Indiana, that the startling proposition is sent out. 
We preserve the name of its author in case his plan is 
finally adopted, and the question arises, Who originated 
the idea of uniform sermons? He writes: 

Would it be a good plan for all the ministers of all the denomi 
nations to preach from the same text on the same day? If the 
plan is good, would it be practicable? It seems to me that the 
same advantages could be argued in favor of uniform preaching 
as of uniform lessons. It would certainly be an advantage for 
the congregation to know in advance something of the subject of 
the preaching. A sermon is easier understood by an informed 
than by an ignorant house. I think the tendency would also be 
to break up sectarianism. There may be advantages which my 
short-sightedness cannot see, and there may be insurmountable 
objections which for the same reason I fail to perceive. If you 
can answer these two questions in the affirmative, I hope you will 
lend your influence to bring about the desired end. 

We are free to declare that with our present light we do 
not think it desirable for all ministers to have the same 
text for their Sunday’s sermon, even if it were possible to 
secure this. The difficulty with our friend seems to be 
that he counts preaching and teaching too much alike, and 
in consequence supposes that what works well in the 
sphere of teaching will work equally well in the sphere of 
preaching. The prime object of teaching is to instruct the 
scholars. The prime object of preaching is to impress the 
hearers, and to arouse them to action, Any Bible theme 
may be studied to advantagé at any time. Each pastor 
musi decide for his own flock what'thyections or encourage- 
ments its members need when next hacomes before them. 
If, for example, on a Sunday morning, ts congregation 
was mourning the sudden death of a loved young member 
of the church, the minister should find that the text for 
the day was “ Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out 
half their days,” or, “The name of the wicked shall rot,” 
he would hardly deem the selection a felicitous one. And 
so in a hundred other cases. It is well for old and young 
to study great truths in common. But young and old 
cannot alike apply these truths to themselves in every 
emergency. Law students may study the same law books. 


steps up to say that that is Mr. Quidam,’the great { But each lawyer must try his case in hand before the 





courts, without being trammeled by the arguments another 
lawyer is making in another case. Medical students may 
have thesame curriculum of study. But what if we asked 
all the doctors to give the same medicine on a certain 
day to all their patients? The children may possibly have 
to advantage the same text books—and the same lessons 
from them—day by day in the public schools; but don’t 
let us ask their mothers to smile or frown on them at a 
given hour of each day, regardless of the children’s conduct, 


Many of the best hints from pastors and superintendents, 
concerning methods of treating particular lessons, or plans 
of review, or desirable exercises for special occasions, reach 
us after the time for their use has passed, or too late for 
seasonable publication by us. Sometimes we give the ~ 
benefit of these hints to our readers, in the belief that they 
will suggest similar or better methods for use in the future. 
We tell, for instance, how a quarter’s lessons were reviewed 
in a certain school, hoping that some one will get there- 
from a practical hint for his guidance on the next review 
day. This plan, however, has been misunderstood by 
some of our readers, and they have counted us behindhand 
with these practical suggestions. Thus a New Orleans 
superintendent writes : 

Recently you had valuable hints and helps connected with the 
last review, the paper containing which was delivered to our 
teachers and conned by the superintendent one week after the 
review had taken place, and this in a number subsequent to your 
issue which contained the review. I have noticed similar occur- 
rences before, to my loss. 


We hope to give a good advance supply of helps to lesson 
teachings and reviews, and we hope no one will be the 
loser by having now and then something more in the same 
line to look at afterwards. Indeed, a well-known and 
efficient Sunday-school worker of Philadelphia desires us 
to regularly gather and publish hints of this character 
from those who have profited by their study and use of the 
lessons. This is his way of looking at it: 


Among the Sunday-school workers who read your very helpful 
paper, there are doubtless many who would gladly contribute an 
occasional item from their experience for the help of others. But 
they are ‘day laborers,” who “live from hand to mouth.” They 
are just barely able to study each lesson as it comes in its course: 
They have “no capital to invest” two or three weeks beforehand, 
and so cannot throw into your common fund any thoughts or 
suggestions, on any particular lesson, until the time for teaching 
it has passed. Such thoughts, however, growing up from the 
actual work of teaching, are often quite as valuable as those which 
have only anticipated the work. To catch them, allow me to sug. 
gest that you open a basket for “after thoughts.” They would 
be valuable practically when review day comes, and permanently 
as the outgrowth of experience. As such an after thought, allow 
me to call the attention of your readers to what appears to me to 
be a very striking division of the Acts of the Apostles. It has 
been developed in studying the International Lessons, During the 
last six months of 1876, we studied the first twelve chapters of this 
book, and it will be remembered that in those lessons the power of the 
Holy Ghost was the great subject brought beforeus, The apostles 
were to tarry in Jerusalem until they received “ power from on high.” 
The promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, and when they 
went forth to preach they said, “ We are his witnesses, and so is 
also the Holy Ghost.” After Paul's conversion we are told, “then 
had the churches rest,” and walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied.” When Cor. 
nelius was converted, they were astonished “ because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. So strik- 
ing is this feature that the book has, not inaptly, been styled 
“the Gospel of the Holy Ghost.” In the first three months of the 
present studies in this book, there is, however, a marked change. 
Whilst the work of the Holy Ghost is not forgotten, the great 
feature from the thirteenth to the twenty-first chapters is the 
power of the word of God. The missionaries, Paul and Barnabas, 
went forth and “preached the word.” Everywhere they entered 
the synagogues and “ reasoned with them out of the Scriptures.” 
The people of Berea were “ more noble” than others because “ they 
searched the Scriptures,” and when Paul bade the disciples fare- 
well at Ephesus, he commended them “to God and to the word of 
his grace.” In the series we are now studying, beginning with 
the twenty-first chapter, another marked change takes place. We 
now hear but little comparatively of the Holy Ghost, or of the 
word, but our attention is concentrated upon the messenger of God. 
As we study these lessons we will learn how thoroughly he is con- 
secrated to the work to which he is called, how graciously he is 
sustained in it, and how abundantly blessed. We will learn the 
principles, the character, and the experiences of God’s servant. 
Thus in this book, showing how the great command, “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel) to every creature,’ was 
obeyed at the first, we have set forth the work of the Holy Ghost 
as the great converting and sustaining power, the word of God 
as the instrument, and the living messenger as the agent. So now 
God’s servant is to go forth, bearing in his hands and proclaiming 
the pure word of God, and the Holy Ghost will make it effectual 
and “give the increase.” This should be remembered by every 
Sunday-school teacher. J. B. W. 


We are very sure that when as valuable “after 
thoughts” as these are laid before us, we shall try to find 
in our columns a place for them. 
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UNAWARES. 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


I sought for Joy by mountain, and by river, 
Through cool green avenues of forest shade, 
But found, alas! no spirit to deliver 
Into my arms this dear delightful maid. 


I looked for Peace in quiet nooks, and places 
Where nature crooned her lullabies so sweet 

And thought to yield my spirit to embraces 
Soothing and calm as that serene retreat. 


But oh, the breezes from the Arctic regions 
Could never cool the}fever in my breast ; 

Or nymphs, or naiads, though they came in legions, 
Quiet the hapless demon of unrest. 

For, without seeking, Grief sat down beside me, 
Her melancholy brood not far away ; 

And though bright Joy, sweet Peace, may be denied me, 
Care is my close companion every day. 

And it may be—(surely there is no telling 
How many things are holden from our eyes)— 

That these who take possession of my dwelling 
Are blessed angels wearing this disguise. 


WHY WAS IT NOT SOLD FOR THREE 
HUNDRED PENCE? 


BY RICHARD CORDLEY, D.D. 





The estimate made by Judas is a common one among men. 
The tendency is to measure everything by men’s bodily needs. 
The common question is, How much money will it bring? 
how much bread will it buy ? Man’s wants as an animal are 
the basis of value. Everything is ethereal that will not come 
down and be measured by the common standard of dollars 
and cents. A rosebush is beautiful, but it must not stand 
in the way of a hill of corn. A landscape may be charm- 
ing, but it is valued by the amount of bread and butter 
and beef that can be produced from it. A tree must not 
be allowed to occupy the ground where a bushel of wheat 
might grow. 

Every public improvement has had to fight its way 
against this Judas spirit. The old rude school-house was 
counted good enough for the children; but the barn must 
be improved where the colts are raised; for the colt may 
“be sold for three hundred dollars.” There has been a 
very wholesome improvement in this respect of late years. 
But the time was when it was no uncommon thing to find 
the school-house a poorer building than many a stable in 
the district. A comfortable school-house would itself 
testify for learning; well furnished and adorned, it would 
itself be an educating influence. But all this was wasted 
perfume that might have been sold for three hundred pence 
in the form of larger crops and improved stock. 

And spiritual enterprise has a still harder struggle for 
recognition. The higher you go, the fewer will follow; the 
finer the thought, the rarer the appreciation. Men are 
beginning to see the wisdom of education, especially in its 
more practical branches. This ointment is beginning to have 
a market price, and can be sold for three hundred pence. 
But even among Christian men there is a tendency to 
thrust aside spiritual realities as unsubstantial and unreal 
—and as not to be compared with the grosser staples of the 
market-place. We hear so much about the money wasted 
in church building and in church enterprises. Even the 
spending of fifty thousand dollars to prepare the way for 
Moody’s work in Boston, was a text for many a sermon on 
“wasting the Lord’s money.” One pastor in Boston 
preached asermon in which he showed how many sacks of 
flour, tons of coal, yards of cloth, and pairs of shoes, this 
money would have bought for the poor. I do not know 
whether he took the text which Judas furnished for him, 
but the sermon sounded like an echo of the very words of 
Judas, becoming audible again, in multiplied variety, after 
eighteen hundred years, “ Why was not this sold for three 
hundred pence and given to the poor?” 

It is somewhat singular that these complaints and insinu- 
ations and sneers are always aimed at Christian and be- 
nevolent enterprises. No onecomplained when A. T. Stewart 
built a marble palace to measure tape and unroll carpets in 
No one suggested that this should have been sold and 
given to the poor. No one complains at the expense of 
Baker’s expedition up the Nile. Here were men of science 
to observe, and men of art and literature to sketch and 
record, and a military escort to protect. Here were hun- 
dreds of thousands expended, and the poor left at home to 
suffer, and no one pleads for them. But if a few thousand 
dollars are expended in missionary work in Africa, to civilize 
and Christianize its people, we are at once reminded how 
many poor there are where the money came from, and how 
many pence this precious ointment would have sold for. 

Coming nearer home, men can see a reason why a new 





front should be put into the bank building, why- costly 
plate glass should adorn the corner dry goods store, why 
the old wooden store in the village should give way to the 
handsome brick store that is taking its place; but they 
can see no reason why the old weather-beaten church is not 
still good enough for the worship of God.¥ It is the clamor 
of waste in the interests of the poor. But the poor would 
be none the less poor if Judas had his way. His own bag 
would be a little fuller—and that is all. 

There is no objection to tasteful homes, and liberal 
adornments, and business enterprise. But there is an incon- 
sistency and an insincerity in that common spirit, which 
can be open-handed and free in all personal expenses; 
generous, and even profuse, in all matters of the home; 
broad and liberal in all business enterprise; but which is 
narrow and close-fisted in all matters pertaining to relig- 
ious progress and spiritual culture, That isa gross con- 
ception of life which puts the body before the spirit, and 
measures all man’s needs by the rule of bread and butter. 
There are wants more pressing than the call for bread ; 
there are hopes more lofty and noble than the hope of gain. 
A thing is notalways “ waste” becauseit brings nocorninto 
the garner, and no coin into the bag. The bag is not the 
only receptacle for the good things of life, and its contents 
are not life’s best reward; that may nevertheless be a good 


-work, whose results cannot be added up in the form of 


dividends and profits, There are things which money can- 
not buy, and he who sells them sells his life. “The mer- 
chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and 
the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than 
rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be 
compared to her.” 





WILL HE KEEP THAT PROMISE? 
BY MRS, A, F, RAFFENSPERGER, 


The old man was dying. More than fourscore winters 
had left their snows upon his head. The wife of his youth 
had gone before to her heavenly home, and since she left 
him, life had been but a lonely pilgrimage. Now he had 
reached the end of his journey, and his feet-—weary, tired 
feet they were—already stood in the waters of that river 
we all must cross. The last good-byes had been spoken— 
on the part of his friends with blinding tears, on his with 
triumphant joy. They thought he had done with earth, 
and that its sorrows would never more disturb his departing 
spirit. Butno. One duty more must be performed before 
he could, be at rest. 

At his bedside stood all his family—men and women in the 
prime of their years. How tenderly that dying father had 
loved them, each could testify. There was one—the 
youngest, the Benjamin—who had brought sorrow to his 
father’s heart. Generous, warm-hearted, gifted in no 
ordinary manner, he had nevertheless learned to look upon 
the wine when it is red, and to love its fatal fascination. 
Again and again he had made promises of reformation, and 
for a short time it seemed as if he would keep them, but 
temptation came and he fell, each time a little lower still, 
Two years before the time of which I am writing he had 
identified himself with the temperance movement then 
sweeping over the state, and had, thus far, faithfully kept 
his pledge. His father had watched his course with the 
deepest solicitude, and it was his anxiety for this dear son 
that brought him back from the very brink of the dark 
river, 

“O my child, my dear child!” he said in broken tones 
and the last tears he was ever to shed rolled down his pale 
cheeks,” you do not know how many times your mother 
and I have sat in this very room and talked of you when 
you were far away and doing so badly! We knew you 
were spending’ your time and strength and money in 
drink, and we used to talk about you till our hearts were 
almost broken, and then we would kneel down right here, 
in this corner of the room, and pray God to keep you from 
a drunkard’s grave. I hope our prayers; have been 
answered, and I thank God I have lived to see youa 
reformed man; but I know how strong evil habits are, and 
I want you to promise me here, on my dying bed, never to 
touch, taste, or handle any intoxicating drink. Will you 
promise ?” 

The-son had been standing sobbing by the bed while the 
dying father spake. Now he put his hand on the brow 
already damp with the dews of death, and said, “ Father, I 
promise, and I promise also by God’s help to meet you and 
mother in heaven.” 

There was weeping all over the room, but the face of the 
dying man was radiant. “My son, I believe you will keep 
that promise, now I am ready to go.” 

And the pilgrim, who had tarried a little for this last 
duty, pressed forward, and was soon beyond our sight. 

This is no fancy sketch, Will you who read it pray that 
the young man may keep that promise ? 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


ELISE LeMONT’S THANKSGIVING. 
BY MARGARET 2, SANGSTER, 


November winds were blowing wildly, scattering dry 
dead leaves before them, whirling the dust into people’s 
faces, and moaning round the houses, as though they were 
lamenting for the dead and gone summer. It was the day 
before Thanksgiving. Most families in Hillsdale were get- 
ting ready to keep it merrily ; but there were two homes in 
which there were no sounds of cheerful preparation, and 
to which the returning holiday brought no joy. One wasa 
stately mansion on the square, where the richest and finest 
citizens of the place resided ; the other a little cabin on the 
outskirts, where Mrs. LeMont,a French widow, took in 
washing and ironing. Both Mrs, Lowell in the mansion 
and Mrs. LeMont in the cabin were fully agreed about one 
thing, namely, that God had not been good to them, and 
that they had nothing whatever to thank him for. 

“ What shall I order for dinner to-morrow, Hannah ?” 
said Mr. Lowell, as he buttoned his overcoat, and drew on 
his gloves, before going to his office. “I thought perhaps 
you would like to invite Sister Louise and her boys, and 
have something extra, as we used to in old days.” 

The lady hardly looked up from the sewing which was in 
her hands. The expression of her face was sad and 
severe. 

“T want nothing more for dinner to-morrow than we 
have every day, James; and as for asking Louise, I cannot 
do it. Since little Jessie died, I have not felt that there was 
any pleasure left in life, and I cannot assume what I do not 
feel.” 

“But, my dear, we might at least try to make somebody 
else happy, if we have little happiness ourselves. I have 
thought a great deal all this week about that passage in 
Nehemiah which our minister read last Sunday morning, 
Do you remember it ?” 

“No! I was not listening. There is a little girl in our 
church who looks like Jessie, and the last three Sundays 
she has been sitting just where I can see her sweet dim- 
pled face. It is a sorrowful sort of comfort to gaze at her. 
Have you observed the resemblance ?” 

“ Yes, dear, it is little Elise LeMont; she is in the class 
just out of the infant school. Her teacher tells me that 
her mother is very poor, though she has seen better days. 
But now for the verses.” 

The Bible was never far from Mr. James Lowell’s reach. 
He loved it, and many times a day he took it up, even in 
intervals of business, and dipped into its fountain of truth. 
Turning quickly to Nehemiah 8: 10, he read these words, 
his wife stopping her busy needle to attend, for she too 
honored the good book : 

“This day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not 
nor weep. For all the people wept when they heard the 
words of the law. Then he said unto them, “Go your 
way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto them for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is 
holy unto our Lord; neither be ye sorry; for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 

If any of my little friends want to know why grand old 
Nehemiah, as brave a hero as ever walked the earth, read 
the law to the people, then if they want to know where 
he read it, and why the devout Jews were moved to tears, 
they must just read the whole book. It is a book for boys 
to read, I think,—boys who like to hear stories of great 
men, and of dangers and fights. But I have not time to 
tell them more about it now. 

When Mr. Lowell had closed the Bible, his wife said, in a 
softer tone than she had formerly employed : 

“ Do as you please about to-morrow, dear. I don’t think I 
can enjoy the day, but you may order what you like, and 
send home enough to make a Thanksgiving feast for that 
child and her mother. I’ll see that it is nicely cooked and 
packed, and so we'll keep one part of Nehemiah’s counsel. 
lf you wish, I’ll have them here, and Louise too.” 

Mr. Lowell went away with a brighter smile than usual. 
There had been little sunshine in his house since that 
gloomy day, two years ago, when the only child had been 
carried forth and laid to rest in the cemetery. Snow was 
falling then, and as he stepped off down the street it began 
to fall now, so that the flying flakes, the gray sky, and the 
fierce wind, all brought the time back to his mind, But 
the father had long been comforted for Jessie’s loss. He 
knew that she was with Jesus, and the thought made him 
more gentle and tender to all dear little children; so that 
often, as he walked along, they came clustering around 
him, eager for notice. The mother had shut herself up, 


and refused to be consoled, and her grief had made her 





hard, unlovely, and selfish. Her pale countenance repelled 
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sympathy, and even her best friends came seldom to visit 
her now. 


After her husband was gone, she went up stairs to her 
room, and as usual, when anniversaries approached, gave 
herself up to thoughts of her little lost darling. She took 
out shoes and hat and small red cloak, and aleo the dainty 
muff and tippet which had been Jessie’s. But though 
bright tears trickled over her face, and fell on the pretty 
things, needed no more now, there was a new look in her 
eyes; and before she put the garments aside, she knelt 
down, and prayed that God would take the cold, bitter 
stone of despair out of her heart, and give her some of the 
joy in him which should make her strong. “ Help me, she 
pleaded, to do something kind and right to-day, something 
sweet to remember my Jessie by.” 


Meanwhile in the little bare cabin where Elise lived 
there was not much pleasure. Elise herself was seated 
close to the fire, with her little New Testament in her 
hands. Her mother was ironing, fluting aprons, pressing 
collars, crimping ruffles, doing it all beautifully, and rebel- 
ling in her heart against God, who had let her becomeso poor 
that she had to do it. She ought to have been glad that 
she knew how, and had the opportunity to exercise her 
skill, but she did not look at it in that way. 


Little Elise was sometimes afraid of her mother, for 
though she loved her dearly, she was often stern in her 
manner, To-day when the child had spoken to her, to 
to ask a simple question, she had returned an angry, 
“ Taisez-vous, petite,’ and since then Elise had not 
dared to open her lips. The mother was remembering days, 
not so long ago, when her husband was living, and when 
his ample salary supported them in luxury. They had 
lived in a thoughtless fashion, making no provision for the 
future ; and when he was killed by the fall of bricks from 
a scaffolding as he passed, their income ceased. Mrs. Le- 
Mont had tried to take care of herself and daughter by 
sewing, but had failed to make enough, and at last had 
been driven to take up the one art which she knew per- 
fectly. In this she succeeded better ; yet times were hard, 
and her pride was hurt, and seldom indeed could she take 
a day's rest, or provide anything more thancommon. The 
holiday gladness was a mockery to her. It only caused 
anger and discontent to burn in her breast, as she thought 
of the good times other people were having. 

Yet the little bit of a home was not so bad, if there had 
been heartsease in it. It wasclean. It was warm. It 
was shining. Morning-glories had wreathed it for weeks 
on the outside, and even now, when all other flowers had 
faded, there were great clumps of white and crimson 
chrysanthemums blooming cheerily in the cold air, and 
tossing their heads gaily, as the first snow of the season 
came sifting down. By and by Mrs. LeMont began to feel 
sorry for having spoken harshly to Elise, and so she told 
her to put on her bonnet and shawl, and her overshoes, 
and run out to gather some flowers. 


“Cut them all off,” she said, “and bring them in. This 
snow Will finish them, and we might as well have them to 
look at in here. We haven’t much else.” 

Elise lifted her sweet face from the lesson she had been 
studying for her Sunday-school teacher. 

“ Will you hear me my verses, mamma, and see whether 
I know them well?” she said. 

Had the passage been chosen to reprove her for her want 
of trust in the Father, and for her jealousy of his way of 
dealing, Mrs. LeMont wondered, No, it was simply in 
the course the little girls were committing to memory from 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet fur 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls 
of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they? Which of you, by 
taking thought, can add one cubit to his stature? And 
why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of 
the field how they grow: they toil not, neither do they 
spin, and yet I say unto you that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.” 

So, over the gentle words of the great Teacher the clear 
voice went on, gathering strength as it proceeded till it 
came to the climax. “For your heavenly lather knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things,” 

Elise tripped away satisfied that she could repeat her 
task perfectly. Mrs. LeMont finished the baby’s dress she 
was fluting, the evil spirit in her heart going out, exor- 
cised by the wisdom which was from above. She deter- 
mined that though she could not rejoice as women did 
who had husbands to live and work for them, though the 
few dollars in her little worn pocket-book would not do 
much more than pay the rent, and though there was no 








song of gratitude in her heart, she would try to be amiable 
and kind and good to Elise. There was a comfort in that 
assurance, though she was not willing to believe that it 
was fully meant for her: “ Your heavenly Father know- 
eth,” 

Elise came in loaded with flowers, their aromatic per- 
fume filling the little room with their breath and purity. 
There were more than she knew what to do with. She 
filled the big china bowl, and the blue pitcher, and both 
the glass vases, and then there were plenty left, She put 
them all together in a tin pan. Towards evening a thought 
came to her. 

“ Mamma,” she said, “if you please, I’d like to take a 
nice large bouquet of our flowers to that lady who wears 
the long crape veil, and who looks as if she had forgotten 
how to laugh. Her husband is our superintendent.” 

The last remark was uttered with pride, and Elise smiled 
to herself, thinking how often the good man tenderly laid 
his hand on her brown head. 

“ Well,” said the mother, “you may; but hasten, it’s 
getting late, and it will be dark early.” 

So, her hands full of white and red blossoms, the child 
went down the little garden path; but at the gate she 
stopped, for there stood the very lady she was thinking 
of, and beside her a stout Irish girl carrying a heavy basket. 
The lady’s face had a new brightness, as of one interested 
in the worldagain. She came in, kissing Elise, and saying, 
as she took an offered chair : 

“Pardon me, Mrs. LeMont, if I intrude, but two years 
ago I buried a sweet daughter just the age your little 
girl is now. Jessie was the idol of my heart, and I have 
been oh, so lonely, so rebellious, since she went away! But 
I don’t know how or why exactly, to-day there has come 
a change. I seem to feel again that God cares for me, and 
that I have somewhat to praise him for. I have brought 
some of my darling’s things to your little one, and I have 
decided to have what we have not had in two years, a 
Thanksgiving dinner. My sister will be there with her 
sons, and I want you and Elise to come too. Meanwhile 
may I leave you something to please Elise?” 

Out of the basket then the maid brought tea, sugar, 
preserves, a roast chicken, and pumpkin pies golden brown. 
The closet was filled, each empty shelf laden. The lady 
herself put the red cloak, the plumed hat and the shoes 
on Elise, not without a pang, yet with a strange peaceful 
pleasure. 

And on the morrow, as a merry party, after worship in 
the church, surrounded the dinner-table at Mr. Lowell’s, 
all united in spirit in the words of thanksgiving he 
uttered, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits.” 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISES. 


THE TEN C’S. 


A RESPONSIVE SERVICE FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL,* 
BY W. R. BURNHAM. 
ORDER OF SERVICE. 
Singing 
To God be the glory, great things he hath done. 
Prayer. 
Scripture selections. 
Singing : ; 
I sing the birth was born to-night. 
THE CREATION. 
Leader: And God said, Let us make man in our own 
image, after our likeness. 
Congregation: So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them . . . and God blessed them. 


Leader: God hath made man upright; but they have 
sought out many inventions. 
THE COMMAND. 


Congregation : And God said, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die. 

Leader: The soul that sinneth, it shall die. 


Congregation : Sin is the transgression of the law. 
THE CRIME, 


Leader: The serpent said unto the woman, Hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of the fruit of every tree of the 
garden? 

Congregation: The woman said, We may eat of the fruit 
of the tree of the garden, but of the tree which is in 
the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, n@tther shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

Leader: The serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not 
surely die, 


Congregation: And when the woman saw that the tree 


* Prepared for the Broadway Congregational Sunday-school, Nor- 
wich, Conn, 





was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eye, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her, and he did eat. 

Leader : Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world; for all that is in the world, the Just of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but 1s of the world. 


THE CONFESSION, 


Congregation: And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that thou hast done? 

Leader: And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. 

Congregation: Now the serpent was more subtle than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
Leader: Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 

able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 


THE CURSE, 


Congregation: And the Lord God said unto the serpent, 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field. 

Leader : Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow. 


Congregation: Unto Adam he said, Cursed is the ground 
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread till thou return unto the ground. 

Leader: O that thou hadst hearkened to my command- 
ment! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea. 

Congregation : By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, 
for all have sinned. 


Leader : The scripture hath concluded all under sin. 
THE CONSOLATION. 


Congregation: And the Lord said unto the serpent, .. . I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Leader: He saw that there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor. 

Congregation: Then thou spakest in vision to thy Holy 
One, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty. 

Leader: Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a Stone, 
a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone, a sure Foun- 
dation. 

Congregation : The government shal] be upon his shoul- 
ders. He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. He shall 
judge the people righteously. , 

Leader : Thou Bethlehem Ephratah; out of thee shall he 
come forth, whose goings forth have been from of old 
from everlasting. 

Congregation: The Lord said unto Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed. 

Leader: Whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concern- 
ing the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
for ever. 

Congregation: The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from beneath his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the peo- 
ple be. 

Leader: And his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. 

Congregation : Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Leader: When the fullness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law. 

Congregation: The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

Leader: The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. 

Congregation: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given. 

Leader: And thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their sins. 

Congregation: For it is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away sins. Sacrifice 
and offering thou didst not desire. 

Leader: Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. 
He taketh away the first that he may establish the 
second, 

Congregation: By the which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once 
for all. 

Leader: And the angel said, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 

Congregation: For unto you is born this day, in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

Leader: Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

Congregation: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. 


Singing: 


It came upon the midnight, clear. 


Leader : God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish. 
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Congregation: That the world through him might be 
saved, 

Leader: In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 

Congregation: And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 


THE CROSS. 


Leader : As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up. 

Congregation: And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me. 

Leader: Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends. 

Congregation: Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah? 

Leader : Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel ? 

Congregation: What are these wounds in thy hands? 

Leader: Then he shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends. 

Congregation: I gave my back to the smiters, and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off my hair. 

Leader: He became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Cross. 

Yongregation: Hereby perceive we the love of God, 

because he laid down his life for us. 

Singing: 
: There is a fountain filled with blood. 


THE CROWN. 


Leader; We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor. 

Congregation: Jesus Christ, who is gone into heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God, angels and authorities, 
and powers being made subject unto him. And on 
his head were many crowns. 

Leader: I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come: the Almighty. 

‘Congregation: I am the first and the last; I am he that 
liveth and was dead: and behold I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen: and have the keys of hell and death. 

Leader: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 

ower, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
Sones and glory, and blessing. 

Congregation: Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. 

Singing : 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name. 


THE COVENANT. 
Leader: To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as [ also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne. 


Congregation : He that overcometh shall inherit all things, 
“and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 


THE CALL. 

Leader: And the Spirit and the bride say,Come. And 
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely. 

Congregation: I will give unto him that is athirst of the 

“fountain of the water of life freely. 

Singing: 

We praise thee, O God! for the Son of thy love. 

Benediction. 





THE GLAD TIDINGS.* 


OPENING SERVICE, 
Pastor : 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. 
Congregation : 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
Pastor: 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases ; 
Congregation: 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with loving kindness and tender mercies. 

Pastor: 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people. 
Congregation : 

And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 
his servant David ; 
Pastor : 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have 
been since the world began. 
Congregation : 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David ; 

All: 

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his 

kingdom there shall be no end. 


Prayer. 
Singing: 
Tell me the old, old story. 


*Prepared for the Sunday-schools of Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Merchantville, N. J. 








THE EXERCISE, 
Superintendént : 


He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of thé night? 
Watchman, what of the night? (Isa. 21: 11) 


School: 

The watchmen said, The morning cometh, and also the night; 
if ye will inquire, inquire ye; return, come (Isa. 21: 12), 
Anthem: 

Watchman, tell us of the night. 
Superintendent : 
I wait for the Lord. My soul waiteth for the Lord; more than 


they that watch for the morning. I say, more than they that 
watch for the morning (Psa. 130: 5, 6). 


School : 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice: with 
the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eys, 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion. 


Superintendent: How shall this redemption come? 
School : 


Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel (Isa. 7: 13). 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me, that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old from everlasting (Micah 5: 2), 


Superintendent : 


For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will T hove mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer (Isa. 54: 7, 8). 


School : 


O Lord, I will praise thee; though thou wast angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, 
God is my salvation; I will trast and not be afraid, for the Lord 
Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is become my salva- 
tion. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation (Isa. 12: 1-3). 

Superintendent : 

The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 
our God (Isa. 52: 10). 

School : 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest = tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities 
of Judah, Behold your God! (Isa. 11: 9.) 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee (Isa. 9: 1). 

Superintendent: When the time was now fully come, to 
whom came the announcement of the glad tidings ? 
School: 

And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them; and they were sore afraid (Luke 2: 8, 9), 
Superintendent: And with what words of comfort and 

joy did the angel speak to the startled shepherds ? 


Singing : 


School: 


And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for 
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger 
(Luke 2: 10-13), 

Superintendent: What rejoicing, amid the heavenly host, 
accompanied this announcement of God’s love? 
School: 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men (Luke 2: 13, 14). 
Superintendent : 

Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it; shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, O 
forest and every tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified himself in Israel (Isa, 44: 23). 

School : 

For unto us achild is born, unto us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9: 6). 

Superintendent: Seeking this little child, this Prince of 
Peace, who came from the East to Jerusalem? 


School : 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him (Matt. 2: 1, 2). 

Carol : 


Wonderful night. 


We three kings of Orient are. 


Superintendent: When Herod had inquired of the wise 
men concerning the star, where did he send them? 
School: 

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go search diligently 
for the young child, and when ye have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also (Matt. 2: 8). 
Superintendent: What was their guide, 

School: 

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child was, When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy (Matt. 2: 9, 10), 
Carol : 

Carol, Christians, carol. 
Pastor : 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 

glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth’s sake (Psa. 115: 1), 





O clap your hands all ye people; shout unto God with the voice 
of triumph (Psa. 47: 1). 

Congregation : 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth; make a loud 
noise, and rejoite, and sing praise (Psa. 98: 4). 
Chant : 

Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, etc. (Psa. 24 
Carol : 


7-10) 


Ring, merry, merry bells. 


Addresses by pastor and superintendent. Benediction, 


PRECIOUS NAMES.* 
ORDER OF SERVICE, 


Singing. Reading of Scripture. 
Singing. 
Recitations by the classes, bringing out various titles ap- 

plied to Christ. 


Prayer 


THE MORNING STAR, 
Aphis is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world (John 
4 


2). 
H* name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor. the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9; 6). 


mmanuel, which being interpreted is God with us (Matt 
3: 23). 


Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger (Luke 2: 16), 


Oo" of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people 
Israel (Matt. 2 : 16). 


ge greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jeru- 
salem, behold, thy King cometh unto thee (Zech. 9: 9). 
l= that know not thee, shall run unto thee, because of the 
Lord thy God and for the Holy One of Israel (Isa. 55: 5). 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord (Rev. 1: 8). 

N° man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost 
(1 Cor, 12: 3). 

G* so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
everlasting life (John 3: 16). . 

hont, thou inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee (Isa, 12: 6), 

The Word was with God and the Word was God (John 1: 1). 

light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of th ople 

A Torant (Luke 2: 32), ear vletite 

abbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel 
(John 1: 49), 
Singing. 


Recitations by the classes, illustrating Christ’s regal char- 
acter and kingdom of peace. 


PRINCE OF PEACE. 


Preach the Kingdom of God (Luke 9: 60), 
| gape: shall go before him ; and shall set us in the way of 
his steps (Psa. 85: 13). 
rF his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so lung as the moon endureth (Psa, 72: 7), 


ow unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God, be honor and glory for ever and ever (1 Tim. 1: 17). 


| you this day, whom ye will serve (Josh. 24: 15). 


ye tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father (Pail. 2: 11). 


0, earth peace, good will toward men (Luke 2: 14). 


ear not, little flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom (Luke 12: 32). 


| I leave with you, my peace I give unto you (John 15: 27). 


en ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shail 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven (Matt. 18: 3), 
AY are yours: and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God's (1 Cor. 
22: 28). 
Co= unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest (Matt. 11: 28). 


| Ngee into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise (Psa. 100: 4). 
Singing, by the primary class. 


Recitations by the classes, illustrating Christ’s work and 
its influence, 
JESUS CHRIST, 


; Christ the same yesterday, to-day and forever (Heb, 13: 8). 
Even so in Christ shall all be made alive (1 Cor. 15: 22). 
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness (Matt.6; 33). 


Late you therefore, which believe, he is precious (1 Peter 2: 7). 


Sits unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvelous 
things (Psa. 98: 1). 


Cnrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Tim, 1: 15), 
He that cometh from above is above all (John 3: 31), 
Rejoice evermore (1 Thess, 5: 16). 


I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14: 6). 


S's and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will 


dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord (Zech. 2: 10), 
nye Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand (John 3; 35), 
Singing. Address. Singing. 
Benediction, , 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON OALENDAR. 
STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 
[Fourth Quarter, 187T7T.] 

















9. Dec, 2.—The Deliverance Acts 27: 33-44 
10, Dec. 9.—Paul in Melita Acts 28: 1-10 
11. Dec. 16.—Paul at Rome Acts 28 : 16-31 
12. Dec, 23.—Paul’s Last Words. 2 Tim. 4:1-8 





13. Dec. 30.—Review. 


LESSON 11, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1877. 
Title: PAUL AI ROME. 


GOLDEN TEXT: I Am Reavy TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO YOU THAT ARE 
at Rome aiso: For I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GosPEL oF Curist.—Rom, 
1; 15, 16, 

Lesson Topic: The Prisoner's Message. 


1. Lovingly Offered, v. 16-20, 
Outline : 2. Doubtingly Heard, v, 21-29. 
8. Perseveringly Pressed, v. 30, 31. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 10; Acts 28: 16-31, The prisoner’s message, 
Tuesday, Dec. 11: Phil. 1: 12-26. The prisoner’s mission. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12: Acts 3: 12-26. The Jew first. 
Thursday, Dec. 13: Rom. 10: 1-21, Disobedient Israel. 
Friday, Dec. 14: Rom, 11: 22-36. The wild olive-tree. 
Saturday, Dec. 15: Rom. 16: 1-16, The saints at Rome. 
Sunday, Dec. 16: Rom, 12: 1-21. A reasonable service. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 28 : 16-31.] 

16. And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the 
prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to 
dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

17. And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the 
chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together he 
said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed 
nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I 
delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans: 

18. Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, 
because there was no cause of death in me. 

19. But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to 
appeal unto Cesar; not that I had aught to accuse my nation of. 

20. For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, 
and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain. 

21. And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of 
Judea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came 
shewed or spake any harm of thee, 

22. But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as 
concerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken 
against. 

23. And when they had appointed him a day, there came many 
to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the 
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of 
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till 
evening. 

24. And some believed the things which were spoken, and some 
believed not. 

25. And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, 
after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost 
by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 

26, Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not 
perceive : 

27. For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should 
heal them. 

28. Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God 
is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

29. And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and 
had great reasoning among themselves. 

30, And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, 
and received all that came in unto him, 

31. Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him. 

BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Acts 28: 16. Captain of the guard. And the Midi- 
anites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, 
and captain of the guard. Gen. 37: 36. And in the fifth 
month . . . came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant 
of the kingof Babylon, unto Jerusalem. 2 Kings 25: 8 And 
the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The 
Lord thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place. Jer, 
40: 2. 

Suffered to dwell by himself, But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison committed 
to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. Gen. 39; 21, 
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22.—And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him 
have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance 
to minister or come unto him. Acts 24: 23, And Julius cour- 
teously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends 
to refresh himself. Acts 27: 3——And Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto 
him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him. Acts 28: 30, 31. 


V.18. Would have let me go.——On the morrow, because 
he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of 
the Jews, he loosed him from his baads, and commanded the chief 
priests and a!! their council to appear, and brought Paul down and 
set him before them. Acts 22: 30. And when Felix heard 
these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he 
deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come 
down, I will know the uttermost of your matter, Acts 24: 22. 
And when they were gone aside, they talked between them- 
selves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of 
bonds. Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man ought have been 
set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Cesar. Acts 26: 31, 32. 











Vv. 19. Appeal unto Cesar.——Then said Paul, I stand at 
Cesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For if I bean 
offender, or have committed anything worthy of death, I refuse 
not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these 
accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto 
Cesar, Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, 
answered, Hast thou appealed unto Cesar? unto Cesar shalt thou 
go. Acts 25: 10-12. 


V. 20. This chain.— And Paul said, I would to God, 
that not only thou, but also ali that hear me this day, were both 
almost and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. Acts 
26: 29. Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles. 
Eph. 3: 1.——I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, Eph. 
4: 1——For which I am an ambassador in bonds. Eph. 6: 20. 
——My bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, ard in all 
other places. Phil. 1: 13——Remember my bonds. Col. 4: 18. 
——tThe Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he 
oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain. 2 Tim. 1:16 
——I suffered trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds, 2 Tim. 
2: 9.——I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds. Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy 
stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel 
Philemon 10, 13. 


V. 22. Everywhere it is sp:ken against.——These 
men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach cus- 
toms, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, 
being Romans. Acts 16: 20, 21——These that have turned the 
world upside down are come hither also; whom Jason hath 
received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Cesar, saying 
that there is another king, one Jesus. Acts 17 : 6, 7——We have 
found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among 
all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of 
the Nazarenes: who also hath gone about to profane the temple. 
Acts 24: 5, 6. 


V. 23. Expounded and testified. And Paul, as his 
manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned 
with them out of the scriptures, opening and alleging, that Christ 
must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead. Acts 
17; 2, 3. And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and 
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. For he mightily convinced the 
Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was 
Christ, Acts 18: 4, 28.——And he went into the synagogue, and 
spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuad- 
ing the things concerning the kingdom of God. - Acts 19: 8. 

V. 25. Well spake the Holy Ghost. Ye hypo- 
crites, well did Esaias prophesy of you. Matt. 15: 7. He 
answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you 
hypocrites. Mark 7: 6. Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 2 Pet. 1: 21. 

V. 26. Hearing ye shall hear. Yet the Lord hath 
not given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to see, andears to hear, 
unto thisday. Deut. 29: 4——But my people would not hearken 
to my voice. Psa. 81: 11——Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, 
that ye may see. Isa. 42: 18. When I spake, they did not 
hear. Isa. 66: 4.——Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, 
hear ye not? and do ye not remember? Mark 8: 18. 


























V. 28. The salvation of God.—tThe Lord hath made 
known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in 
the sight of the heathen. Psa. 98: 2. I will also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the 
end of the earth. Isa. 49: 6——The Lord hath made bare his 
arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. Isa. 52: 10 Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation. Luke 2: 30.——And all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God. Luke 3: 6, 

They will hear it. Therefore say I unto you, the king- 
dom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof. Matt. 21: 43 Is he the God of 
the Jews only? is he not alsoof the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also. Rom. 3: 29. Now I say that Jesus”,Christ was a minis- 
ter of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers; and that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. Rom. 15: 8,9. 

V. 31. Preaching the kingdom of God.——And Jesus 
went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, Matt. 4: 23——Now after that John 
was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
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the kingdom of God. Mark 1: 14.——And it came to pass after- 
ward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching 
and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. Luke 8: 1. 

With all confidence.——And now, Lord, behold their 
threatenings: and grant untothy servants, that with all boldness 
they may speak thy word. And they spake the word of God 
with boldness. Acts 4: 29, 31. And for me, that utterance 
may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 
in bonds; that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
Eph. 6: 19, 20 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to 
speak, Col. 4: 4. The Lord stood with me, and strengthened 
me ; that by me the preaching might be fully known. 2 Tim. 4: 17. 














INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


After remaining three months in Melita, Paul and his 
company embarked in a ship of Alexandria that had wintered 
at the island, named after the twin heathen deities, Castor 
and Pollux, the supposed especial protectors of seamen. The 
ship was probably a large grain-ship, ranking very much as 
an East Indiaman at present. Their course lay generally 
northward, for the whole distance. After a three days’ stop 
at Syracuse, in the island of Sicily, they come by a circuitous 
course to Rhegium (now Reggio) in Italy, on the Straits of 
Messina. Thence between Scylla and Charybdis, past the 
Lipari Islands, with Stromboli then as now spouting fire 
and smoke, and Etna, which had been in sight all the way, 
still smoking in sight behind them. Passing now and then 
out of sight of land, after one day they come inside of the 
island of Capri, cross the bay of Naples, passing the then 
lively towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum, the hill where 
Vesuvius was afterward to break forth, and Naples, and 
come to Puteoli (now Pozzuoli), then the chief seaport of that 
part of Italy. Here they find brethren, with whom they 
were desired to tarry seven days, and so went toward Rome 
by land. Brethren trom Rome came to meet them as far as 
Appit Forum and Tres Taberne; which increased Paul's 
courage and thankfulness. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. 0. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
REVISED TRANSLATION. 


(16.) And when we entered into Rome, [the centurion 
delivered the prisoners to the captain of the pretorian guard, 
but] Paul was permitted to remain by himself with the 
soldier that guarded him. (17.) And it came-to pass that after 
three days he called together those who were the chief men 
of the Jews, and on their coming together he said unto them, 
I, brethren, though I had done nothing hostile to the people 
or to the usages of our fathers, was delivered over as a 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, (18.) 
who, haying put me on examination, were disposed to set 
me at liberty, because there existed in me no cause of death: 
(19.) but the Jews gainsaying it, I was compelled to appeal 
unto Cesar; not as having anything to accuse my nation of. 
(20.) For this reason, therefore, I besought that I might see 
you and speak with you: for it ison account of the hope of 
Israel that I am encompassed with this chain. (21.) And 
they said unto him, We have neither received letters concern- 
ing thee from Judea, nor has any one of the brethren, that 
has come to us, reported or spoken any evil concerning thee: 

22.) but we desire to hear from thee what thou thinkest. 
for concerning this sect we know that it is everywhere spoken 
against. (23.) And having appointed for him a day, they 
came to him into his lodging in considerable numbers; to 
whom he fully set forth [the matter], testifying of the king- 
dom of God, and persuading them concerning Jesus both 
from the law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning until 
evening. (24.) And some, indeed, yielded to that which was 
said, but others were unbelieving. (25.) And being at dis- 
agreement with one another, they went off after Paul had 
spoken one word, Excellently spake the Holy Spirit 
through Isaiah the prophet unto our fathers, (26.) saying, Go 
unto this people and say, 

With hearing ye will hear, and will in no wise understand ; 

And looking ye will look and will in no wise see. 

27.) For the heart of this people hath become gross, 

And they hear heavily with their ears, 

And their eyes they have closed : 

Lest haply they see with their eyes, 

And hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart, and turn unto me, 

And I shall heal them. 


(28.) Be it known, therefore, unto you, that this salvation of 
God hath been sent unto the Gentiles: they will also hear. 
{(29.) And as he said this the Jews went away, having much 
disputing among themselves.] (30.) And he continued during 
two whole years in his own hired house, and received all 
who entered in unto him, (31.) proclaiming the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus, 
with all freedom of speech, without hindrance. 


NOTES. 
Our last lesson left Paul re-embarking, after a stay of 
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three months in Malta, for the great capital, in another 
vessel sailing, like the former, from Alexandria to Italy. 
Sailing nearly directly north, they passed Syracuse, the cele- 
brated capital of Sicily; thence though not by an entirely 
direct course, came to Rhegium, and so.on to Puteoli, 
now represented by the miserable village of Pozzuoli, a few 
miles from Naples. Here disembarking they went by land 
to Rome, to which he was welcomed by Christian brethren 
who came out to meet him. This brief statement in regard 
to Roman Christians is enough, considering the general reti- 
cence of Scripture on personal and local details, to vindicate 
the statements of the Epistle to the Romans, implying that 
there was a large and flourishing Christian church at this 
time in Rome. No doubt his welcome from that church was 
as hearty as he had anticipated: but he was a prisoner, and 
there could be little public demonstration, and any special 
mention of the church is omitted as not bearing directly on 
the author’s purpose. Naturally, arriving as a prisoner 
from Jerusalem, under charges from his non-believing coun- 
trymen, his first formal business, after the Christian greetings 
were over, was to send for the chief men of the corresponding 
class at Rome. As a prisoner from Judea, he would wish, 
first of all, to put himself into right relations with those in 
Rome who would naturally hear of and sympathize with the 
charges against him. It would be important for him to 
know how they stood affected toward him, what reports had 
reached them from Judea, what or whether any messengers 
had been sent, and, so far as possible, to forestall any preju- 
dices which the accusations of his countrymen in Judea 
might awaken in the Roman Israelites. Hence the first 
judicious, natural, and almost necessary step of calling 


together the worshipers of the synagogue outside of the 
church, 


Verse 16 —The clause, the centurion delivered the prisoners 
to the captain of the pretorian guard, which I have enclosed 
in brackets, is wanting in the best early manuscripts (the 
Sin., Vat., and Alex.) and most early versions, and is prob- 
ably not genuine. It is defended, however, by Meyer. It 
states, at all events, what was probably done; that, namely, 
according to usage, the centurion surrendered his prisoners to 
the commander of the emperor’s body-guard. Ordinarily, 
there were two of these: but during the reign of Claudius, 
Burrus was sole prefect of this guard, and held this office 
certainly as late as the beginning of A. D. 62, about which 
time Paul probably arrived in Rome. The use of the singu- 
lar, however, does not necessitate the conclusion that there 
was at this time but one prefect, as the language may simply 
mean, “to the prefect,” etc., whose office it was to receive the 
prisoners.—Paul was allowed: his influence with the cen- 
turion, who knew, doubtless, how slight and groundless were 
the charges against him, and who, in the long and trying 
voyage, had learned the high nobility of his character, pro- 
eared for him this special favor. Yet he still remained 
chained to a soldier, who thus formed his perpetual guard. 
The definite form, “the soldier who guarded him,” does not 
involve the conclusion that there was one special soldier 
constantly bearing this service. It simply means the soldier 
who (for the time being) guarded him. 


Verse 17.—The chief men of the Jews: we haye seen above 
why Paul sent early for his unbelieving Jewish countrymen : 
it was partly, no doubt, as an apostle and missionary; but 
partly from prudential considerations, as a prisoner. They 
were the rulers and leading men of the synagogues. The 
Jews had been originally brought into Rome as captives by 
Pompey from his campaign in the East. Being largely 
manumitted, and settled in that section of the city now known 
as Trastevere (trans Tiberim—* beyond the Tiber’), their num- 
bers had been gradually enlarged through the commercial reia- 
tions of Rome with the East; and though obnoxious to the 
Gentiles on account of their exclusive and intolerant faith, 
yet mildly treated, especially in the early part of Nero's 
reign, they had become numerous, wealthy, and influential. 
Of their relations to the Christians we know little; but in 
the vast population of Rome in which both formed so insig- 
nificant a fraction, under the cosmopolitan influences of the 
capital of the world, they probably knew comparatively 
little of the Christians, and were proportionally indifferent 
towards them.—Though having done nothing hostile: Paul 
knew that bitterly hostile as were the people and the rulers 
toward him and his doctrine, yet his doctrine and deeds were 
in accordance with true Judaism, and but the development ot 
the system embraced in the Old Testament. “The Old Testa- 
ment stood revealed in the New.”—The Romans: namely, 
the Roman procurator in Cesarea. 


Verses 18, 19.—Examination: see 25: 9. These verses 
complete the account there given. Festus would have re- 
leased Paul, but the Jews resisting, Paul had to escape being 
sent up to Jerusalem to certain death, by appealing to Cesar, 
comp. 25: 25.—Not as having anything, etc.: his appeal, he 
claims, was in pure self-defense, not in a spirit of unpatriotic 
hostility to his people. He might have brought against 
them heavy charges; but this was not the animus of his 
appeal. 

Verse 20.—For this reason: namely, on account of his 








sincere and genuine attachment to his countrymen, and 
especially as coupled with the fact that his imprisonment is 
because of his devotion to the hope of Israel, namely, the ser- 
vice and preaching of that Messiah whose coming was the 
hope of Israel. For this double reason Paul had requested 
the presence of the Jewish leaders. Thoroughly conscious of 
his personal integrity, and confident of the justice and 
national interest of his cause, he wishes to meet his Jewish 
brethren. — This chain: the chain that bound him to the 
guardian soldier (Phil. 1: 13; Eph. 6: 20). 


Verse 21—The Jews reply that they had received neither 
a written message from Judea concerning him, nor had any 
person come to them with complaints. As to any official and 
formal complaints, all this is entirely credible. The Jews of 
Palestine had, in fact, no distinct and well-grounded charges 
against Paul; and since his sailing for Rome they had scarcely 
had time to send if they wished it, since any messenger would 
be liable to the same delays to which Paul had been subject. 
Having thus no official information, they now prefer to leave 
themselves uncommitted by any expressions regarding him, 
and especially as they prefer to draw out more full state- 
ments from him regarding himself, which might be prevented 
by premature avowals on their part. As to the sect they 
speak designedly in general terms, and there is nothing in- 
consistent with the fact that there may have been a large 
Christian church in Rome (as we know that there was): they 
are designedly reticent and cautious; and we have probably 
but a brief outline of what they said. The evident favor 
which Paul, as a prisoner, had experienced from the Roman 
government, undoubtedly increased their caution, and pre- 
vented them from uttering anything derogatory to his char- 
acter. They were in Rome, not in Palestine: probably with 
less intensity of feeling than the Palestinian Jews, and cer- 
tainly compelled to keep it under more restraint. They could 
here raise no mobs against Paul, even if they desired it. 


Verse 22.—They accordingly declare their desire to hear 
his statement of the case, and what he can say in defense of 
a sect which has the voice of the world against it.— We desire: 
the original word, we deem worthy, may mean either that they 
ought to hear, or that they have a right to hear. The obliga- 
tion it implies may be on their part, or on his (“ We deem tt 
right, on our part, or we claim it from you”).—LZverywhere: 
a familiar and natural hyperbole. 


Verse 23.—A day was fixed, and they came to his lodging 
place; as yet probably not his,“ hired house” of verse 30; 
in large, or considerable numbers; though not very many. 
To them he set forth his doctrine, and bore full testumony 
to the kingdom of God, which Christ had set up, and 
which the Old Testament had predicted—concerning Jesus, 
as being the destined Messiah, the hope of Israel. He 
went as did his Master (Luke 24: 25-27; 24: 44) through 
the range of the Old Testament prophecies.—From morning 
until evening : Paul was deeply in earnest, and had interested 
and some docile hearers. Most of them, doubtless, had never 
before had such an unfolding of the Old Testament doctrine, 
and such proofs of the coincidence of the character and life 
of Jesus with the prophetic delineations of the Messiah. 

Verses 24, 25.—The hearers were divided: “as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed;" but “ discordant 
among themselves,” they dispersed, as Paul uttered what 
this renewed exhibition of their stubborn Jewish incredulity 
forced upon his memory and lips, namely, the language of 
the prophet (Isa. 6: 9). 

Verses 26-28.—The passage (partially cited Matt. 13: 14; 
John 12: 40) is quoted by Paul almost exactly after the Sep- 
tuagint. In the original the prophet is commanded to do that 
which is here represented as the purpose of his announce- 
ments. In the solemn and weighty irony of the original 
Hebrew, the prophet is commanded to harden the hearts and 
blind the eyes of the people, because it is so certain that such 
will be, through their own intractableness, the melancholy 
result. In the Septuagint version with equal irony that is 
put as the purpose, which is foreseen to be the result. The 
apostle, in citing the passage, puts himself in the place of 
the prophet, and virtually makes the original message his 
own. The ascription of this language to the Holy Spirit is 
one among many like instances of New Testament attesta- 
tions to Old Testament inspiration. 


Verse 28.— Therefore: namely, on account of your hard- 
ness.— Hath been sent: in general through the preaching of 
the gospel to the Gentiles, and specifically by my coming to 
Rome.— They : with emphasis in contrast with you. 

Verse 29, enclosed in brackets, is wanting in the codices 
Sin., Vat., and Alex., and is probably spurious. 

Verses 30, 31.—Two whole years: probably through most cf 
A. D. 62 and 63: then being liberated, he labored in Mace- 
donia, Asia Minor, Spain, and again returning revisited 
Asia Minor, and finally in A. D. 68 was again brought cap- 
tive to Kome, imprisoned, and executed. This hypothesis of 
a double Roman imprisonment accords with general ancient 
tradition, and follows almost necessarily from an admission 
of the genuineness of the pastoral epistles.—His own hired 
house: which probably the Roman Christians furnished him 





the means of hiring. This comparatively favored condition 
and freedom of teaching which he enjoyed goes to support 
the opinion that this imprisonment did not end disastrously. 
—Received: hospitably and with welcome. This is involved in 
the word.— With all freedom of speech, and without hindrance : 
marks a time of quiet in Rome and freedom from persecution. 
Compare as to the results of his preaching, Phil. 1: 12-19. 
See also as to Paul’s confilence regarding the issue of his im- 
prisonment, verses 24-26. He may certainly have been mistaken 
in this confidence, but probably was not. We here part from 
him in the wonderfully interesting narrative of Luke. In 
this imprisonment were written the Epistles to the Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, and to Philemon. Let me again 
suggest how much these epistles will gain in life-likeness 
and interest by being read in connection with the corres- 
ponding sections of the apostolic history, as well as by its 
being remembered that they were all written from a Roman 
prison. The First Epistle to Timothy and that to Titus were 
written between the two imprisonments. The Second Epis- 
tle to Timothy was written during his second imprisonment, 
and shortly before the execution by which the great hero of 
Christianity sealed his testimony with his blood. That Epis- 
tle, therefore, contains his last testimony and testament to 
the church. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV, NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verse 16.— We came to Rome. God can turn defeat into 
triumph. Paul came as a captive, yet he came as a conqueror. 
Many victorious generals had marched along that road and 
had entered that city with splendor. But none had ever 
entered it after such real and lasting victories as Paul. 
Though bound by a chain, he was not only free, but the 
liberator of slaves. He proclaimed a gospel which was to 
conquer the idolatry enthroned on the Capitol and the Pala- 
tine, and a kingdom which was to triumph when the imperial 
palaces which astonished the visitor with their grandeur 
would be heaps of crumbling ruin. Christianity gives us a 
home everywhere. Paul was a stranger, yet he was welcomed 
as one coming home. The brethren had gone forth many 
miles to meet him. Their affectionate greetings gladdened his 
heart. They were not afraid or ashamed to claim kindred 
with the captive. They rejoiced to behold him, to grasp his 
hand, to listen to his voice, and when he beheld them “ he 
thanked God and took courage.” Love to Christ binds 
together as brethren all his disciples. Wherever we meet with 
fellow-believers we are at home. However distant from our 
own abode, however persanally unknown, when we find 
ourselves amongst those who truly love the same Lord, we 
feel no longer strangers, but “ thank God and take courage.” 
Let us cultivate this brotherhood—this “freemasonry” of 
the gospel. 

Suffered to dwell by himself. He obtained special favor asa 
prisoner. This arose from the report furnished of him by 
the centurion, and perhaps by letters from Publius. The 
behavior of Christians will often win the respect of unbe- 
lievers, and obtain for them kind consideration even from 
those who reject their message. 


Verse 17.—After three days. An example of diligence. 
Paul must have at once begun to work for Christ. The day 
after his arrival might well have been spent in resting from 
the fatigue of travel, and arranging his lodging. But without 
delay he sent out invitations to the principal Jews in Rome, 
and prepared to receive them on the third day. Let us not 
allow personal considerations to hinder the work of God. 
If something may be done for the Master, let us do it with 
our might, and not plead weariness or strangeness as an 
excuse for delay. There was much to interest a mind so 
accomplished as that of Paul in the imperial city, but neither 
architecture, nor sculpture, nor historical antiquities, could 
divert him from his great life-mission. Whatever there is 
around us to please the eye and charm the mind, let Christians 
never forget, wherever they travel, whose they are and whom 
they serve ; nor allow personal gratification to render them 
forgetful of their obligations to their Lord, and of their own 
character as his witnesses. 

Verse 18.— No cause of death. Paul asserted his innocence 
of any wrong done to his nation. He never injured his own 


’ people, but only sought their good. He did not forbid Jews 


to follow “ the customs of their fathers.” He had not with- 
drawn from his own people, but then and there he appealed 
to thém as “men and brethren.” He so loved his own nation 
that everywhere he first appealed to them ; and so at Rome 
his very first business was to gather together the leading 
members of their race. He was anxious to vindicate himself 
to them, and disarm their prejudice. Christians should desire 
to stand well in the estimation of others, especially of their 
own people, and should so live as to be able boldly to appeal 
from false accusations and to assert their innocence. 


Verse 19.—Nothing to accuse my nation of. Learn to 
forget and forgive injuries. Paul had a great deal to complain 
of in the treatment he had received from his nation. In 
every city he visited, they had raised clamor and persecution 
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against him, They would have murdered him in the temple 
but for the interposition of the Roman guard. Their con- 
spiracy at Jerusalem to assassinate him on his way to the 
Council, was only frustrated by his being sent to Cesarea. He 
had been compelled to appeal to Cwsar only because of the 
determination of the Jews to refuse him a fair trial, and to 
slay him, Je might have stirred the prejudices of the Roman 
authorities against them by pleading that he was a Roman 
citizen, and that, in seeking to slay him, they were opposing 
the authority of Rome, and showing symptoms of rebellion. 
Bat all this he put aside. Ile forgot his injuries, and sought 
only the good of those who hated him. He had come, nct 
with any charges against them, but only as a fugitive, com- 
pelled against his wish, and in order to save his own life, 
to appeal to the emperor. In his intense desire to confer 
spiritual good on the Jews, he forgave and forgot all the 
physical evil they had inflicted on himself, and so fulfilled his 
Master's law,—" Bless them that persecute you.” 


Verse 20.—or the hope of Israel. Israel had always been 
hoping for the Messiah. Hesharedinthishope. Hebelieved 
it was now accomplished. Why should Jews persecute him 
for believing in what they all hoped for? If for such hope we 
are bound with any chain; if poverty, reproach, enmity, 
sorrow, come upon us by reason of our Christian hope—let us 
not mourn. The chain can never be so heavy but such a hope 
can make it light; nor so fast but such a hope can give us 
freedom. Blessed is any chain, however galling to flesh and 
blood, however grievous to an active spirit, if with the chain 
we have Israel’s hope! 


Verses 21, 22.— We desire to hear. Providence had watched 
over Paul in this visit. The storm and shipwreck had resulted 
in special honor being paid to the captive. No charges had 
preceded his arrival, so that the Jews of Rome were not so 
hardened against him as to be unwilling to hear his testimony. 
Though he came as a captive, he came as an apostle and a 
preacher. His very captivity protected him from violence, 
and coming as a state prisoner gave him a notoriety which 
attracted inquirers and opened to him many a door of utter- 
ance which would hitherto have been shut. At once, even 
from those he might have expected would have been most 
hostile, he found a respectful and willing audience. Letall 
faithful servants of Christ take encouragement. 


Concerning this sect. The world is often ignorant of the 
most important facts. The birth of Christ in the manger of 
Bethlehem excited no attention. The infant church at Rome 
had existed some years, but the Jews spoke of it ignorantly 
and scornfully. They “ despised the day of small things,” 
little thinking what “ this sect, everywhere spoken against,” 
would become. The progress of Christianity, from such a 
beginning, by such means, and in spite of such opposition, is 
a great evidence of its truth. Let us ask—What do we think 
of this sect? Do we belong to it? Should we belong to it 
if, instead of being triumphant, it were still everywhere 
spoken against ? 


Verse 23.—The kingdom of God, This kingdom is spiritual. 
In after years the chief officer of the church at Rome assumed 
to be a temporal king, ruling with the sword, and extending 
his authority even to other monarchies. And now he bitterly 
complains that he suffers persecution because he is not allowed 
to control political affairs and be supreme over all other 
authority whatever. If Paul had preached such a kingdom, 
the watchful jealousy of Rome would at once have closed his 
mouth, and he would not have had a second opportunity to 
proclaim a rival authority to that of the emperor. How 
evident it is that Christianity was never taught by the 
apostles as other than a spiritual system, not mixed up with 
political power, as Christ himself said to the Roman procurator, 
“ My kingdom is not of this world.” 

Persuading them concerning Jesus, This is the kingdom we 
have to preach—the rule of Christ over the heart and life. 
The pulpit and the school alike have this for their great 
theme—concerning Jesus—a theme ever new. The predictions 
that foretold his coming, the types that prefigured his work, 
his birth and childhood, his temptation and victory, his 
blameless life, his human sympathy and divine power, his 
patient sorrow, his sublime yet simple teaching, his precepts, 
promises and threatenings, his agony and death, his resurrec- 
tion and ascension, his intercession before the throne, his 
endless life and constant presence, his claims on our love and 
obedience, his lordship over the world, his final triumph over 
ignorance, sin, and suffering, his second advent to judge the 
world, and the everlasting kingdom in which all his servants 
will share. Every duty should be referred to his authority 
and prompted by his love. However wide the range of 
teaching, it should always be so associated with the centre of 
the system as to be concerning Jesus. This preaching and 
teaching should be a bearing testimony,—each one declaring 
what he himself knows and experiences,—Paul testified. It 
should be expository ;—he “ expounded ;”— instructive, explana- 
tory, illustrative. It should be scriptural,—* out of the Law 
and out of the Prophets,”"—an inexhaustible treasury. It 
should be unwearied,—“ from morning till evening.” Paul 
spared no pains. Hour after hour, as long as they were 








willing to hear, he went on testifying, expounding, persuading. 
No class or congregation in these days would stop to listen 
so long; and as arule, it is important never to protract a 
sermon or lesson beyond the average time during which 
attention can be profitably secured. But Christian teachers 
should persevere from morning till evening of life, continuing 
until their powers fail them, even to old age, to testify of 
Christ, and not allowing the mere advance of years to be an 
excuse for retirement from work, but as long as the capacity 
remains, teaching on, as many teachers do, from morning 
till a very advanced evening of life. 

Verse 24.—Some believed, some believed not. This was the 
result, even under the preaching of the great apostle. Let 
us not be discouraged because some reject our message. We 
may not know those who accept it. There may be secret 
disciples who at some future time and to some other teacher 
may avow their faith. The words we speak may be treasured 
in the memory, and though for the present rejected by the 
heart, may hereafter bear fruit to eternal life. 

Verse 25.— Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias. Paul 
here declares that the words of Esaias were inspired and 
divine. Not the words of man, but of God. Also that the 
Holy Ghost spake them—showing the personality of the 
Third Person of the Sacred Trinity. Also that these words 
were good, wise, true, and were verified by facts. Let us read 
the Bible and teach it to others, as containing what the Holy 
Ghost spake, and what God himself, and not the mere human 
instrument, addresses now to the conscience and heart. 


Verses 26, 27.—Hearing ye shall hear and not understand. 
This is a very solemn passage, several times quoted and 
applied in the New Testament. It refers to a threefold 
agency: the Holy Spirit, who indites the word and gives 
power to it; the prophet or other minister who utters it; the 
hearer, who has power either to receive or reject it. It was 
predicted that when the gospel was preached many of the 
Jews would refuse the heavenly gift. The sound of the words 
would enter the ear, but the mind would refuse to give any 
candid heed to the meaning. The eye would see outward 
signs, but the intellect would not make any effort to compre- 
hend them, There would be sensation, but no perception. 
The heart waxed “gross” by sinful indulgence, and the ears 
were “dull” by habitual neglect of the faculty, and the eyes 
were “closed” in deliberate resolve not to see the truth; and 
so it came to pass that they did not see, nor hear, nor feel, 
because they had habitually acted so as to produce moral 
inability, and because they abused the wondrous faculty of 
the will, so as deliberately to reject the message of God's 
salvation. The result was in accordance with their own 
purpose. They would not use the means that might have led 
to conversion and healing. They wished and they strove not 
to be converted and not to be healed. So itis still. The 
word is a eavor of life unto life, or of death unto death. 
They who are healed ascribe their salvation to the grace of 
God. They who perish, perish because “their eyes have they 
closed lest they should be converted.” 


Verse 28.—Salvation sent unto the Gentiles. Sent, therefore, 
tous. Do we hearit”? Sent—in the purpose and command 
of God. Are we sending it? 


Verse 29 — Great reasoning among themselves.” All is 
not over when the sermon or lesson is finished. There are 
often earnest debates among the hearers, often “ great 
reasoning” in the individual hearer. Let us bear this in 
mind, and follow up the sermon by private conversation ; 
and by earnest prayer for those who may be reasoning and 
inquiring. 

Verses 30, 31.—A wonderful two years of ministry. He 
had a large house, by the generous kindness of the Christian 
church, capacious enough to receive large numbers of inquirers 
and hearers. The church already founded, and to which he 
had addressed the Epistle to the Romans, would flock to see 
their beloved friend and teacher. The Jews would come to 
converse with one who had been sent on an appeal in reference 
to their own nation and law. Persons of authority and 
distinction would come out of curiosity to see and hear one 
who had arrived under special circumstances, and for whom 
there was to be a state trial. Paul had thus opportunities 
of ministry which he could not have enjoyed had he been 
free. His very captivity was asafeguard from any malignant 
Jew of that band of Jerusalem conspirators who might have 
desired to fulfill his vow. His preaching was not without 
result. He tells the Philippians how his bonds in Christ had 
been manifest in the palace; how the brethren had been made 
confident and courageous by his example, and so his captivity 
had “fallen out for the furtherance of the gospel.” The 
Epistle to Philemon illustrates how he was useful to indi- 
viduals. The slave Onesimus had defrauded Philemon and 
escaped to Rome—was among the many who came to Paul’s 
lodging—was converted, confessed his fraud, and was sent 
back to his master with a letter which alone would make us 
not regret that captivity; sent back, not as a slave, but as a 
brother. During this captivity the apostle wrote also the 
Epistles to the Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and 


; Colossians. Those Epistles show us what was the substance 
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of his preaching while in Rome; and how he verified what 
he had previously said in his letter,—‘‘ I am ready to preach 
the gospel to you that are in Rome also.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


By himself, with a soldier that kept him (vy. 16). Not much 
privacy there. The constant presence of one whom we love 
may be very pleasant. A child seldom wants to be alone. 
There are friends who are never so contented apart as 
together. But to be always under the eye of an enemy, or of 
one who watches us with suspicion, is intolerable. A young 
man of upright character, in the service of a great corporation, 
found himself—as was every other of the employees— 
shadowed by a detective, after a robbery from the office of 
the company. Wherever he went he was watched, although 
quietly, and at a distance. He would hurry along the 
crowded street in the hope of getting out from under that eye; 
but when he looked back or across the way, he would find 
he had not escaped it. As he left his home in the morning he 
saw that he was still under surveillance. When he looked 
out from the window of his darkened room before retiring, he 
would catch a glimpse, by the street lamp, of the man who 
never deserted him. The consciousness of this unfailing 
companionship became torture. He went to the superin- 
tendent of the company and told him that while he was 
innocent of any wrong-doing, and was willing to be put to 
any fair test, he could not stand being always watched in 
this way. It was more than human nature could bear. No 
one of us is ever alone. There is an eye always on us. (See 
Psalm 138: 7-12) Is it the eye of an enemy, or of a friend ? 
Are we under the constant watch of one whom we love and 
trust; or, of one against whom we have offended, and from 
whose presence we have reason to shrink ? 


After three days Paui called the chief of the Jews together : 
and... said... Menand brethren (v.17). Paul had his 
eye on his work as faithfully as the Roman guard had his 
eye on his prisoner. The apostle’s mission was to preach 
Jesus; first to his brethren, then to the Gentiles. Nothing 
could make him forget this. In the dungeon at Phillipi; 
on the stairs of the tower at Jerusalem; before the king at 
Cesarea ; chained to a soldier of the imperial guard at Rome, — 
he kept that mission always in view, and improved every 
moment for its prosecution. And his imprisonment was 
doubtless less irksome, through his activity for his Master 
and for those whom his Master loved. The best way of 
bearing a burden which we cannot be rid of, is by forgetting 
it in absorbing thought about something else. Brooding over 
our troubles only increases their weight. Seeking to help 
our fellows, we lighten the pressure of our heaviest trials. 
It is well that household, and business, and professional 
duties demand our attention and energies when we are most 
oppressed and worried. And when it seems that never was 
any sorrow like that which we are called to endure, we would 
do well to go out after, or to call in to us, some who need the 
help which we can give, and to exert ourselves in their behalf. 
Ministering to them, we may ourselves be sustained and 
refreshed. 


For the hope of Israel, I am bound with this chain ‘(v. 20) 
It is hard to suffer for well-doing and for right feeling. Yet 
it is better to suffer thus than for the opposite. And it is a 
very common thing to be a sufferer because of our best inten- 
tions, or from being misunderstood by those whom we love. 
Every parent suffers thus when his child counts him harsh 
and unkind in denying him unlimited gratification, or resents 
his wise severity of discipline. How often one finds himself 
under censure by a friend because of an act or purpose of 
sincerest friendship. And every pastor, or teacher, or 
Christian worker in any sphere, is quite as liable to make 
enemies, or to provoke opposition, from fidelity to the right, 
as from evil speaking ordoing. Acting for the highest welfare 
of those about us, we must not expect to be always free from 
their prejudice and hostility. For a time we may be bound 
with a chain for that which 1s their hope and desire—as well 
as ours. 


Persuading them . . . from morning till evening (v. 23). If 
a subject has a man’s heart, he never tires of talking about it. 
If his soul is bent on convincing others of its truth, he will 
take time for his work. Merchants will talk all day long 
about buying and selling; so will politicians about politics. 
Many a lawyer gives more than one day to his argument in 
a single lawsuit. Yet how rarely do men give an entire day 
to the serious consideration of religious truth. It would 
seem, however, as if one day were not too long a time for the 
settling of a question which involves the interests of eternity. 
Paul evidently was of that opinion. So were some of the 
Jews who came to his lodgingsat Rome. Were they mistaken? 


And some believed the things which were spoken, and some 
believed not (v. 24). It makes no difference who is the 


preacher, or what or how long is his sermon,—he cannot make 
his hearers believe him. The declaration of the truth is his 
duty ; the accepting or rejecting his message rests with them. 
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We may warn a child of the. danger of leaning out of a 
window, or of going on to thinice ; we may tell a young man 
of the peril of using intoxicating drinks, or of disregarding 
the laws of health in his eating, sleeping, or working ; we may 
show plainly to an unwise parent the inevitable consequences 
of his neglect or mistraining of his children; but unless he 
whom we address believes us, our words are wasted, and our 
efforts are of no avail. In the pressing of any truth, we can 
only make sure of faithful preaching. The belief of the 
hearers it is not for us to force. 


Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not wnderstand (v. 26). To 
hear a thing is not necessarily to understandit. It may be in 
another language than ours. It may be concerning matters 
about which we are utterly ignorant. If the average member 
of a Christian congregation were asked to tell what he knew 
of the last sermon he heard, it would be found that he under- 
stood it but poorly. So of the scholar in the Sunday-school 
class: he does not understand all that his teacher tells of the 
lesson. Men of the world generally understand very little 
about the Christian religion, much as they hear of it. Our 
prayer should be, that we may not only hear but understand 
God's truth ; and that those who hear us declare it may un- 
derstand what we say to them. 

And Paul dwelt two whole years ... preaching .. . and 
teaching . . . with all confidence (vy. 30,31). Neither his pri- 
vations and annoyances nor the unbelief of those whom he 
addressed hindered the labors, or lessened the confidence of 
Paul as a preacher and a teacher of Christian truth. No 
matter if we are in sorrow or trouble; no matter if our best 
efforts seem put forth to no purpose; no matter if those 
who hear us refuse to believe our message ;—it is for us 
“with all confidence,” to be faithful, and persevering, and 
loving in our ministry—-to all whom we may reach—in the 
name and in the spirit of Jesus. The work before us we 
must not neglect. God alone is responsible for the results 
of our service. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


It is well sometimes to consider the golden text at the very 
beginning of the lesson, and this is one of the suitable times. 
It varies the programme of instruction, and shows the children 
that they should memorize the text at home, and not rely upon 
catching it superficially as they may by hearing it from 
others. So it will be well to give time for the assistant 
teachers to hear it recited before giving the story of Paul's 
arrival and work at Rome. 

Paul had been ready and anxious for a long time to go to 
Rome. What for? Tell something of Rome. It was some- 
times called the “centre of the world.” Tell of its narrow 
streets with tall houses crowded with people, of the rich who 
lived in splendid palaces, of the officers and soldiers, servants 
and slaves, the working people and beggars, people from every 
country, Jews and Christians. No wonder Paul, who had 
preached in so many countries, wanted to bear witness in 
Rome also. See how God opened the way for him to go 
there ! ‘ 

Paul had written a letter to the Christians in Rome some 
years before, and in that letter is our golden text. He was 
ready to preach in Rome then, but he had to carry the money 
to the Christians in Jerusalem. You know how often he 
was brought before the Jews and the governors, and then kept 
in Cesarea. How long did Felix keep him in prison? Who 
sent him to Rome? How did hego? Review his journey by 
a few questions about his shipwreck, his stay at Melita and 
time of leaving there. Tell briefly of his voyage to Rome 
on another ship which had wintered at Melita, and was to 
carry corn to Italy. Show on the map, or trace on the board, 
the course of the ship,—where it waited three days on the 
coast of a large island; then stopped again, waiting for fair 
wind to go safely through the narrow straits between the 
island and Italy; then sailed on and landed at a beautiful 
bay, the best harbor in Italy, where ships unloaded their 
grain. There Paul found Christians, and the centurion let 
him stay with them a week. It was more than a hundred 
miles yet from Rome; and, though the prisoners were marched 
over a broad, good road, paved with solid, smooth stones, and 
stopped every twenty miles for rest and food, yet the chains 
were very heavy and the tramping feet very tired long before 
they came insight of Rome. Forty miles from Rome they 
stopped at a sort of market-place called Appii Forum. There 
Paul found some of the Christians from Rome. They had 
heard he was coming and went there to welcome him. Was 
ever prisoner more honored before? 

Ten miles nearer they stopped again, at a place called the 
Three Taverns, and there were more friends waiting to 
welcome Paul. The way was not so weary, the chains did 
not seem so heavy for Paul when he saw such friends, for he 
‘thanked God and took courage.” Quite a procession entered 
into the great, busy, noisy city, and the centurion gave the 
prisoners up tu the‘officers of theemperor. The centurion had 
always been kind to Paul. Do you remember any times 
when he showed him kindness? Do you not hope he had 
learned to love Paul's Master, too? Perhaps the centurion 


spoke some kind, good word for Paul to the captain, or from 
something in the letter he brought from Festus, Paul was 
allowed to live in a rented house somewhere outside the 
prison barracks, but a Roman soldier was always kept chained 
to his side. So we see 

PAUL AT ROME, 


In that night, after Paul stood before the council in Jeru- 
salem, what did the Lord say he must do for him in Rome? 
What is it to “ bear witness"? Only a day or two for rest 
after the long march, to see the Christians, who soon found 
Paul's quarters. Then he was ready to begin his work. 


BEARING WITNESS FOR CHRIST. 


What was he “ not ashamed” of? He was always glad to 
tell the good news of salvation; he was not ashamed or 
afraid, in the great city where the emperor lived, to tell of 
Jesus Christ crucified and risen again; he was not ashamed 
of his chains, for he often called himself the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ, and spoke of his bonds. His first message every- 
where was to the Jews. After three days, he called for the 
chief of the Jews and called them “ men and brethren” as he 
had so often in other places, even when he knew their hearts 
were full of hate. He told them how he had been made a 
prisoner in Jerusalem and given to the Romans. Did Felix, 
or Festus, or Agrippasay or prove he was guilty of any 
wrong? So Paul told them that they found no cause of death 
in him; and he said, ‘“ For the hope of Israel I am bound 
with this chain.” 

Who was the hope of Israel? He had come and died and 
risen again, as was promised, and that was the gospel Paul 
everywhere preached. The Jews did not seem to have heard 
much about him, but said they would like to hear him talk ; 
for the Christians, they knew, were every where spoken against. 
So he set a day for them to come to his house, and he talked 
from morning to evening, persuading them to believe in Jesus, 
and reading what Moses and the Prophets had written of-his 
coming. It was in Rome as it is to-day where Jesus is taught. 

Some believed; some believed not. To whom did Paul 
always turn when the Jews refused to believe? So he said 
in Rome that “the salvation of God is sent unto the Gen- 
tiles.” The unbelieving Jews could not keep Paul from 
preaching ; he lived and worked in Rome “ two whole years 
in his own hired house.” Irom his thanks in his letter to the 
Christians in Philippi, where he was once in prison, it seems 
as if they had sent money and gifts for his comfort while he 
was prisoner in Rome; and so perhaps he was helped to pay 
the rent of the hired house he lived in. 

What was he doing all that time? “ Preaching and teach- 
ing;” not telling his own story, but teaching of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, day after day. All who came were welcome 
never one turned away ; he did not know what the end of his 
imprisonment would be, but he so lived every day as to serve 
Christ either in his life or in his death. Was he, a prisoner, 
ever afraid to speak for Christ? No; it was “ with all confi- 
dence,” and here is one way he gained it. When he wrote to 
his friends and asked them to pray for him, he did not ask 
them to pray that his chains might be taken off, or that he 
might go free, but that he might have boldness to speak for 
Christ, for whose sake, he said, “ I am in bonds.” 

Paul did a great deal in those two years in Rome. He 
wrote letters to the Christians in different cities, full of mes- 
sages of love to many by name, of thanks for their prayers 
and for their lives of faith, and full of words of warning to 
those who were carelessor doing wrong. He did not forget 
any ; he wrote to husbands and wives, to masters and servants, 
and he remembered the children in the homes where he had 
visited and taught. He left for the children forever the best 
reason why they should obey their parents,—‘ for this is 
right.” That was Paul’s rule, do right, and so he did always 
and everywhere. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


GospEL MEssaGEs out or Prison.—The last prayer of Tyn- 
dale, martyred for translating and circulating the Scriptures, 
was: “Lord, open the king of England’s eyes;" and the 
king's eyes were soon opened, so that the Scriptures had a 
limited circulation. What a message of instruction, exhorta- 
tion, andcomfort went forth from Bedford Jail, when Bunyan, 
prisoner for the sake of the faith, sent forth the ‘ Pilgrim's 
Progress”! And throughout the Scripture, from Genesis to¢ 
Revelation, what a voice has come from the prison-house ! 
Joseph in prison is the missionary of temporal salvation and 
good government, and preserver of the chosen seed. Out of the 
captivity at Babylon come, more or less directly, some of the 
noblest psalms of penitence, of mourning, and of praise; 
besides the lamentations of the prophet, and the noblest 
messianic predictions. The Revelation itself, which God 
gave, a blessing to him that readeth and keepeth the things 
therein written, is a message from the rock-bound ocean- 
prison of Patmos. 

Tue MessaGe at RomME yow.—The Jews’ quarter, now, as 
in St. Paul’s time, is a squalid region down by the Tiber: 
Paul, a Roman citizen, went down among them chained, for 
their cause, was doubtingly heard, and was forced to close 





with the message of the Holy Spirit by Isaiah to a people 
blind, deaf, and void of understanding. As if the echo of 
the message were lingering yet, you see,on passing through 
the filthiest streets of the quarter and coming out to the 
Tiber by the fish-market, a Romish church staring the whole 
Jewish population in the face with the glaring inscription 
over its portal in Hebrew, from Isaiah 65; 2: “ I have spread 
out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which 
walketh in a way that was not good, after their own 
thoughts,” 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


From the time that the Lord sent Paul to the Gentiles 
(Acts 22: 21) he had labored in the Roman provinces. He 
had long desired to preach in Rome, the metropolis of the 
Gentile world—had often planned to go there, but as often 
been hindered (Rom. 1:13). Early in A. D. 58, as he was 
about to close his third missionary journey, he wrote the 
Epistle to the Romans. He then felt that his work in the 
provinces was finished, and the time near when he should 














see Rome (Rom. 15: 23). 
Part 1. 
] Prayer (Rom. 1: 10). 
, Purpose (Rom. 1: 11-13). 
Pavt's Pras— Request (Rom. 15 : 30-32), 
Assurance (Acts 23: 11), 
Part 2. 
a Persecution. 
Pav's JouRNEY Prison. 
‘ 2 Storm. 
3 Shipwreck. 











Part 3. 





Paut In RoME— PREACHING JESUS. | 
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ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 28: 15. Appi forum, and The Three Taverns.—Both 
places were on the Appian way to Rome. The sense is, 
probably, that some of the brethren had come as far as 
Appii-forum, and the others not farther than the Three 
Taverns. Appii-forum was about forty-three miles from 
Rome, and the Three Taverns about thirty-three miles. 
Appii-forum was the name of a town, which was originally 
a city of the Volsci, and doubtless derived its present name, 
on some account or other, from Appius Claudius, the consul, 
who paved the famous way from Capua to Rome, called from 
him the Appian way, on which this town stood... . The 
place is now called Cassarilla di St. Maria. The Three 
Taverns had perhaps better have been given as a Latin 
proper name, and not translated. Luke himself does not 
translate Zres Tabernoe into Greek, but sets it down as a 
proper name, ina Greek form. There has been some specula- 
tion on the sense in which the word Jaberne is to be under- 
stood. Most commentators think there were three inns or 
places of entertainment at this spot; and others suppose 
they were merely shops for the sale of refreshments. It 
appears, however, that it was the name of a town; for it was 
the seat of a bishopric in the time of Constantine, as we learn 
from the fact that, among the nineteen bishops who were 
delegated by that emperor to decide the controversy between 
Donatus ard Cwxcilianus, one was Felix, bishop of Tres 
Taberne. As a town, it is possible to accommodate interpreta- 
tions by supposing that it was distinguished for three superior 
establishments for the accommodation of the numerous 
travellers on this road, and thus obtained its name. Scaliger, 
however, is of ar that the Taberne (for there were 
other places with the name) were frontier towns, built to 
repress the inroads and insults of foreigners.—TI//us. Cum. 


V. 16. It was so ordered by Providence that Paul was led 
to Rome, as a prisoner, that he might not, as a Jew, be driven 
away; but as acting under military custody, might ever be 
guarded there.—Chrysostom. 


V.17. I have committed nothing ... yet was I delivered 
prisoner. Two questions have been raised as to the truth and 
ingenuousness of this statement. The first is, how Paul 
could deny that he had opposed the Jewish church and insti- 
tutions, when his whole life as a Christian had been spent in 
maintaining that they were not necessary to salvation. The 
answer is the same that Paul gave himself before Felix 
(24: 14-16) and Agrippa (26: 6-8, 21-23), namely, that he 
did not embrace Christianity as a succedaneum for the old 
religion, but as its legitimate successor and predicted consum- 
mation, so that the Christian was in fact the best Jew, or 


“rather the only Israelite indeed in whom there was no guile 


(compare John 1: 48). The Mosaic ceremonies having been 
intended for a temporary purpose now accomplished, could 
no longer be essential or even conducive to salvation. The 
other question is, how Paul could justly represent the Jews 
as having betrayed him to the Romans, when in fact he had 
himself declined the jurisdiction of the Sanhedrim and 
appealed to the imperial tribunal (25: 9-12). The answer 
is, that Paul is here referring not to the outward form of the 
bape but to their secret springs and actual effects. 

is original transfer from the power of the Jews to that of 
the Romans, though immediately occasioned by the armed 





interference of the latter, was ultimately referable to the 
violence and malice of the former (21: 31, 32).—Alexander. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


THE NEW JERSEY CONVENTION. 
BY THE REV. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT. 


New Jersey may not be the biggest of states, but she 
claims the honor of having one of the most thoroughly 
organized state Sunday-school associations to be found in 
the whole Union. Every county is brought under syste- 
matic management, and nearly every township has its sec- 
retary. We should expect as much as this of a state which 
boasts of possessing more Sunday-school magnates to the 
square mile than any other part of the country. The state 
convention is always one of the great events of the year, 
and generally brings together a crowd of delegates, repre- 
senting all parts of the state. This fall marked the twen- 
tieth annual convention, which for interest and numbers 
was not behind the best of the past. It was held in the 
city of Paterson, where the three hundred visiting dele- 
gates found a hearty welcome and hospitable entertain- 
ment. The Willis Street Baptist Church, in which the 
meetings were held, was decorated with the flags of all 
nations and the banners of all the Sunday-schools in the 
city. The audience room was crowded through the day, 
and packed at the evening sessions, to such an extent that 
at the closing services an overflow meeting became neces- 
sary. The hardest work of a state convention is generally 
done long in advance of the meeting, by the executive com- 
mittee, in preparing for the public display. In this case it 
was wrought so well by Messrs. W. I’. Sherwin, C. B. Stout, 
S. W. Clark, and their co-laborers, that all the items in a 
well-prepared programme, covering three days, were car- 
ried through successfully, and were in every instance ex- 
ecuted by the parties to whom assignments were made. 


The Convention began on Tuesday afternoon, November 
13, with a service of prayer and praise, conducted by the 
retiring president, Professor Sherwin. The pastor of the 
church, the Rev. M. 8. Lockwood, offered a few well- 
chosen words of welcome, after which the president, the 
Rey. William Harris, of Princeton, took the chair, giving 
a short, business-like speech concerning the work of the 
Association. The topic of the afternoon address was “ Hints 
on Bible study,” by the Rev. Alfred Erdman, of Morris- 
town. The hearty, direct manner of the speaker lifted 
even his dry statements of fact about the Bible above the 
commonplace, and gave to certain passages added power 
of spirituality as well as earnestness. He counseled the 
study of the Bible with its central thought ever in view, 
“The glory of God in the exaltation of Christ in visible 
majesty over a redeemed world, saved by grace.” 

On Tuesday evening, after a praise service and some of 
the inevitable reports (fortunately brief) from the county 
secretaries, the Rev. Henry M. Sanders, of Yonkers, N. Y., 
spoke on “ How to spoil the Bible.” One way to do this 
is to allegorize it unduly, of which Miss Smiley in her 
book on Joshua was cited as an illustration. Another way 
is by chopping it up too finely, uniting portions which 
have no vital connection, in a misleading manner, making 
what Ruskin calls “sausage Bibles.” Still others spoil the 
Bible by making riddles and conundrums out of it, of which 
he read a specimen in the “Scriptural bill of fare” at a 
well-known gathering of last year. Sothe list of Bible spoil- 
ers was extended with a wit and ability which kept up an 
unflagging interest to the close. 


Wednesday morning was given to work, solid if not 
especially showy. Details of business were rapidly trans- 
acted, reports were received and despatched, and three 
sectional meetings were held in as many different places. 
Mrs. 8S. W. Clark, of Newark, conducted a conversation 
with the primary teachers, in which their discouragements 
were elicited, and the best remedies counseled. The Rey. 
R. 8. Green, a well-known Chautauqua worker, but re- 
cently imported into our state, led the “ teachers’-meeting ” 
somewhat in the same manner; and the Rev. T. B. Greul, 
of Cape May, led the talk among the superintendents with 
good counsels and encouragements. 

The event of Wednesday afternoon was a ringing un- 
reportable speech by Dr. J. “. Vincent, setting forth and 
defending vigorously the “i<:.\arn Sunday-school ideas,” 
He also conducted a conference on “The church and the 
children,” in which there were many participants, through 
Dr. Vincent was the principal speaker. In the evening 
Professor T. E, Perkins, who was musical conductor to the 
Convention, gave his ideas—and sensible ones—on “ Sun- 
day-school music.” He was followed by Miss M. E. Win- 
slow, who is not unknown to the readers of The Times, in an 
address setting forth the “ Foreign Sunday-school work.” 
The Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor, of Rhode Island, gave the last 
address of the evening, on “ What shall the harvest be?” 
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a well-prepared serious lecture on the results of Sunday- 
school work. 

On Thursday morning, there were several matters of 
interest,—a spicy debate about “lesson leaves,” on which 
there were very pronounced opinions both ways ; a speech 
on “Temperance work in the Sunday-school” by Mr. 
George Shepard Page, who is one of the leaders of the state 
in that reform; and last, a strong address by “ young Dr. 
Tyng” on the question, “Shall it be catechism, creed, 
Christ—or Christ, creed, catechism, in the Sunday-school ?” 
—a point on which the speaker left. no doubt concerning 
his own position. 

On Thursday afternoon religion and business were mixed, 
—as they should be,—a prayer-meeting being followed by 
the election of officers. Then various workers made 
speeches, some from the state, others from the United States. 
The Rev. Dr. A. D. Vail, of Newark, made an excellent 
speech on “The real and the ideal in Sunday-school 
work,” in which he claimed that both the idealist and the 
realist have place, and each needs a little more patience, 
occasionally, with the other. 

The closing service at night was attended by a crowd 
which compelled an overflow meeting in another church. 
There were the usual farewell speeches, the regular compli- 
mentary resolutions, the statistical reports, and various 
other minute business, which fully occupied the time up 
until the arrival of Dr. James M. Buckley, of Stamford, 
Conn., who entertained the crowd, and instructed it as well 
with a characteristic address on “Cant.” He said nothing 
about Sunday-school matters, perhaps wisely deeming the 
capacity of the Convention already full on that theme; but 
put in some sharp points and pinned them with some good 
illustrations, and so interested the audience that after he 
had closed, he was again called out to add a postscr'pt to his 
speech, 

The closing services were conducted by the Rev. Dr. 
Priest of Newton. The doxology was sung, and the State 
Convention rested from its labors until next year shall call 
it to another assembly at Trenton. 





FRIENDS’ BIENNIAL CONFERENCE. 


BY 0. B, TODHUNTER, 


The “ Biennial Conference of Friends in America, on the 
subject of First Day Schools,” has just closed its ninth 
session of four days at Indianapolis. This conference held 
its first session in Cincinnati, sixteen years ago. It has 
since met at Oskaloosa, lowa; New York City ; New Bedford, 
Mass. ; Wilmington, O.; Lynn, Mass. ; and twice in Phila- 
delphia. At its first session, in 1861, there were only 
about fifty delegates in attendance, and but few of the 
yearly meeting were represented. At the session just 
closed, there were about four hundred and fifty delegates 
in attendance, and all the eleven yearly meetings in 
America except Canada were represented. There were also 
present, and participating in the exercises of the Conference, 
Stanley and Sarah G. Pumphrey, and Helen Balkwill, of 
London yearly meeting, and Susan Doyle of Dublin yearly 
meeting. The Conference was called to order, and held its 
first sitting in Friends’ Meeting House; but this proving 
too small to accommodate the large number in attendance, 
it adjourned to the First Baptist Church, which was very 
kindly tendered for the occasion. Here the Conference 
found ample accommodation and conveniences, and the 
warm welcome extended by Dr. Warren Randolph, pastor 
of the church, to the Conference in their use of the house, 
was very fittingly responded to, on behalf of the Conference, 
by Charles F. Coffin, of Richmond, Ind. The cordial and 
courteous kindness of the Baptist brethren was deeply 
felt and appreciated by the Friends. The Conference was 
permanently organized by electing Dr. James E. Rhoads, 
of Philadelphia, editor of Friends’ Review, chairman ; and 
Dr. Seth Mills, of Valley Mills, Ind., secretary. 

It is, of course, impossible to speak in detail here of the 
various exercises and discussions of the Conference. The 
deeply devotional character of all the proceedings and the 
earnestness and conscientiousness of the many speakers, 
were subjects of remark by many of the visitors. There 
was but little, if any, mere theorizing, and nearly every 
statement was the result of experience. The courteous 
and submissive spirit in which differences of opinion were 
expressed, and the liberal and kindly spirit in which they 
were received, and the harmonious and satisfactory manner 
in which they were finally disposed of, were all very 
gratifying. The truly democratic spirit of the proceedings 
was a marked feature, there being no distinction at all 
made between male and female or lay and clerical members. 

It was a matter of some surprise to some to find that 
Friends are doing so much in Bible School work. The 
reports from North Carolina yearly meeting stated that 
each meeting in their limits sustained a Bible School; out 





eighty-four have Bible Schools. Most of the other yearly 
meetings are not far behind these two leading ones. The 
schools are largely attended in many places by those not 
members of the society. Many friends are engaged in union 
and mission schools. The uniform lesson plan was heartily 
endorsed, and the International Lessons are almost 
altogether used. Many of the schools hold a regular 
teachers’ -meeting. 

It appears that after all, however, nearly fifty per cent. of 
the membership is not in the Bible School. One of the 
present needs is felt to be that these should become 
interested in the work. The need of better training for 
teachers and workers was a matter of deep concern. The 
programme of the present session of the Conference was 
subjected to a little criticism for failing to do more in the 
way of practical training and normal work. It was stated 
that the Biennial Conference had done much to arouse 
Friends to the importance and necessity of the work, and to 
make them interested in it, and it was claimed that now it 
ought to tell them how to doit. This work of teacher- 
training is going on, however, to some extent. Normal 
classes have been estabiished in various places, and many 
local conventions and institutes are held. 

This Conference is the only occasion in the Society of 
Friends that calls together representatives and delegates 
from the whole body. 

With the deep interest which Friends feel in other 
important branches of Christian labor, it has sometimes 
been found difficult to confine the discussions to the subject 
laid down in the programme. To meet this difficulty, and 
to increase the interest and value of the Conference, it was 
decided to change the name hereafter to “The Biennial 
Conference of Friends in America on Bible School and 
other Christian Work.” P 

The Conference adjourned to meet at such time and place 
as may be selected by the executive committee. The next 
meeting will perhaps be held at New Garden, N. C. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


a 


The Beginnings of Christianity. With a View of the State 
of the Roman World at the Birth of Christ. By George P. 
Fisher, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in Yale College. 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—The name of the 
author of this work as sufficient guarantee for its excellence, 
and adaptation to our present theological needs. It does not 
supply the important place which Dr. Fisher's now indispen- 
sable “ History of the Reformation” does, for the first stage 
in the career of the Christian church is already the most fully 
treated of any. Few historians, strange to say, have ever 
gotten down later than the Reformation, while the most 
never reach any farther than the third or fourth centuries, 
Rothe, in his matchless ‘“‘ Beginnings of the Christian Church,” 
Neander, Schaff, Pressensé, and Robertson, have not reached 
Luther and his age. The still more recent period has received 
but little notice. Dr. Fisher, in his “ Beginnings,” gives a 
view of the conditions of the world at the time of the incar- 
nation which is singularly exact and broad. The most im- 
portant chapters are: The Greek Philosophy in Relation to 
Christianity ; The State of Morals in Heathen Society; The 
Gospel Histories ; and The Thread of Christianity in the Apos- 
tolic Age. The chief excellence of the work lies in its 
thorough apologetical character. The author stands already 
in the front of our American defenders of Christianity, and 
his treatment of the church in its genetic period is hardly in- 
ferior to his “ Supernatural Origin of Christianity” in this 
apologetical element. The Tubingen school of theologians 
has never been more fully exposed, or its dangers more accu- 
rately stated, than by Dr. Fisher ; and here, at the very be- 
ginning of the church, has been its strongest point of defense. 
We deem it specially opportune that this attempt in the line 
of historical apologetics appears just now. The attacks on 
the divine authority of revelation have been so persistent of 
late, that the defense is now amounting to a downright en- 
thusiasm. The lectures of Rev. Joseph Cook is only one— 
though a great one—of the forces now coming into powerful 
play to dissipate the fallacies underlying the popular doubt. 
In thorough scholarship, and in the dissection of the first an& 
latest heresies of the church, the present work will take high 
rank in our works of study and reference. The literature of 
the entire subject is given copiously in the foot-notes; we 
should, however, have been glad to see such a bibliographical 
grouping of it as we find at the close of the volume on the 
Reformation. (8vo. Cloth, $3.00.) 

Johnson's New Universal Cyclopedia. Vol. IV.: S to Z. 
New York: Alvin J. Johnson & Son.—The concluding vol- 
ume of this work justifies the commendation we have given 
to previous issues. To sum up, the chief merits of the Cyclo- 
pedia are as follows: Its adoption of the signature system, 
thus insuring accuracy and freshness, or at least responsibility 





of the eighty-six meetings in Western yearly meeting 


for the statements made; iis full treatment of scientific sub- 























December 1, 1877.] 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





763 





jects; its satisfactory accounts of different religious bodies, | 
mostly written by members thereof; its unusually complete 

list of entries in biography, especially in recent and Amer- 

ican names ; its scholarly histories of national literatures and 

the various languages of the world; its geographical and 

local articles, those on leading American cities and towns be- 

ing written by editors of principal newspapers therein; and 

its neat and compact typographical execution. Our main 

criticisms are two; that the volumes are somewhat incon- 

veniently large, and that certain subjects are discussed at dis- 

proportionate length. But we cannot say that this fact indi- 

cates any corresponding loss on‘the part of less favored topics. 

This volume has an Appendix of 204 pages, containing arti- 

cles demanded by recent events, or “ received too late for in- 

sertion in their order.” This last is a poor excuse. As a 

whole, the Cyclopedia is a credit to the country, and one 

which we need not be ashamed to show even to that nation 

of lexicographers and encyclopedists, the Germans. In 

several important respects it is superior even to the vast and 

costly “Encyclopedia Britannica,” now in slow process of 
revision ; it easily surpasses Chambers’ in the single point of 
American subjects; and the signature system gives it an 
advantage over Appleton’s. 


Caricature and the Comic Art. By James Parton. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—The articles on caricature which 
Mr. Parton has been printing in Harper's Magazine during 
the last year or two are here collected in a volume which, 
in point of type, paper, and binding, leaves nothing to be 
desired. They are very readable, and the numerous accom- 
panying illustrations are well chosen and finely reproduced. 
No better general work on the subject, perhaps, has yet ap- 
peared in this country or England; but, after all, the book 
leaves a very pronounced impression of superficiality. Mr. 
Parton was obliged, in covering so much ground, to leave 
much unsaid; but he seems to have wasted space where it 
should have been economized. The chapters on English and 
American caricature are the feeblest of all; no mention 
whatever is made of several respectable attempts to establish 
humorous journals in this country ; and surely John McLenan, 
H. L. Stephens, W. L. Sheppard (for his negro pictures, which 
are vastly better than the feeble African caricature selected 
from Sol Eytinge), C. S. Reinhart, and, last of all, Joseph 
Keppler, deserve a word or two in a book which includes Mr. 
M. Woolf. Notwithstanding the beauty and merits of the 
book, we are not satisfied, simply because it is not better. 
After all, a single article on “Caricature and Caricaturists,” 
by Richard Grant White, printed in Harper's Magazine so 
long ago as 1862, is a more philosophical and satisfactory his- 
tory of the subject than this large volume. 


The United States as a Nation. Lectures on the Centennial 
of American Independence, given at Berlin, Dresden, Florence, 
Paris, and London. By Joseph P. Thompson, D.D., LL.D. 
Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—A series of six lectures, of 
which the first three treat of matters previous to the adop- 
tion of the Constitution; the last three of the nation as tested 
by the vicissitudes of a century, its self-development and 
benefits to mankind; and of the perils, duties, and hopes of 
the opening century. A most remarkable book. It is equally 
valuable for its erudition, soundness, mastery of the subject 
and of all the resources of authorship, and for its attractive 
and luminous style. The notes at the end of each lecture are 
very valuable. Written mainly for foreigners, the first three 
lectures are a transparent condensation of facts and principles 
familiar to the American mind, with yet bright threads of 
original crystals imbedded in the mass. The last three are 
valuable to foreigners and Americans alike, and are exceed- 
ingly striking presentations of most instructive matter. The 
book is worthy of the widest circulation and most careful 
reading.) The views of the author are not one-sided; he has 
not merely painted a picture, but chiseled out a group which 
all sorts of people may look at from all sides, and see its full- 
bodied form and symmetry. (l6mo, pp. xxvii and 323 
Cloth.) 








The Origin of the World, according to Revelation and 
Science. By J. W. Dawson, F. R.S. New York: Harper & | 
Brothers.—This new book of Principal Dawson’s is something | 
more than a revision of his ‘ Archaia”’ (1859), for science has | 
changed front all along the line within the past twenty years, 
and especially in its sections of palwontology and biology. 
In its present form, this duodecimo of 438 pages is an 
excellent manual of sound information on the general sub- | 
ject of cosmogony, or world-building, on which Dr. Dawson is 
thoroughly informed. His temper is admirable, and we do not | 
know whether believers or unbelievers will most profit by the 
book. The author’s interpretation of the first chapters of 
Genesis is more liberal than that of some scholars, but he has 
found it supported by Tayler Lewis and Arnold Guyot, as 
well as, virtually, by the Evangelical Alliance itself. Dr. 
Dawson stands firmly, however, on the ground of revelation, 
and argues that, since his book first appeared, its positions | 
have been strengthened by the disproval of the doctrine of | 
spontaneous generation, by the discovery of the high type of | 


the primitive man, and by the doctrine of the correlation and 
conservation of forces, sometimes used as an argument on the 
other side, 


Lapsed, but not Lost. By the author of “The Schénberg- 
Cotta Family.” New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co.—A romance 
of a Christian family in Carthage, in the times of Cyprian and 
the persecution of Decius. Written in the well-known style 
of the gifted authoress, and a charming book; but by no 
means so perfect a picture of times and people as the 
unequaled Schénberg-Cotta family. A translation of the 
beautiful Greek “Evening Hymn,” or “ Lamp-lighting 
hymn,” of the early Christians (the morning hymn was that 
known now as the “ Gloria in Excelsis,”) and several pertinent 
extracts from the Christian Fathers, are happily woven into 
the structure of the narrative. Lapsed, in the title, means 
the state of a Christian who had lapsed or fallen under stress 
of persecution. The general merits of the book are those of 
style and feeling, as well as interest in the narrative and the 
principles at stake. But more of the life-like historical 
character appears in a single chapter of a book like Kings- 
ley’s “Hypatia,” Becker's “Gallus or Charicles,” Ebers’ 
“An Egyptian Princess,” or Scott’s “ Ivanhoe,” than in the 
whole volume under our eyes. (18mo, pp. 273. Cloth.) 


(1.) The Rose. By James Russell Lowell. With Illustra- 
tions.—{2.) Excelsior. By Henry W. Longfellow. With 
Illustrations. (3.) Baby Bell. By Thomas Bailey Aldrich. 
With Illustrations.—(4.) The River Path. By John Greenleaf 
Whittier. With Illustrations. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co.—Four elegant volumes, illustrated on every page with 
elegant pieces by well-known artists, splendidly printed on 
heavy tinted paper with gilt edges. Most tasteful settings of 
the poetic gems they hold. A more delicate Christmas gift 
could scarcely be had. (Square 12mo, no paging, gilt. 
Elegant cloth and gold, heavy boards, $1 50 each). , 

Christmastide. Containing four familiar poems by favorite 
American poets, with illustrations. Boston: James R. 
Osgood & Co.—The four poems noticed just above, on a much 
wider margined page, in onechoice volume. (8vo, no paging, 
gilt. Elegant cloth and gold, heavy boards, $5.00.) 


Happy Days for Boys and Girls. Illustrated. Philadel- 
phia: Porter & Coates.—There will be happy days this winter 
in many a home which this attractive holiday book visits. 
It is charming in appearance, its pictures are of the kind 
which everybody under nine looks at with enthusiasm, and 
its reading matter is unexceptionable. The selections have 
been chosen by some one who knows how to cater for little 
eyes and ears, from such good and strong and pure writers as 
Mary N. Prescott, Louisa M. Alcott, J. G. Wood, Alice and 
Phebe Cary, and others. We held a bright boy and girl 
entranced by reading some of thesketches to them on a Sunday 
evening after tea, and we are sure that the book deserves 
more than a transient popularity. (Square 8vo. Boards ) 


Tender and True. By Harriet B. McKeever. Philadelphia: 
James A. Moore.—The introduction of a vulgar, scheming 
and worldly minded mother and daughter into this volume, 
wholly unfitsit for the perusal of carefully guarded girls. The 
sugar-coating of religion does not render acceptable to our 
minds the mingling of plot and counterplot which are 
indigenous to the dime novel. There are not wanting charac- 
ters tender and true in this book, but, judged on its merits as 
intellectual provision for the young, the good lessons they 
impart are quite overshadowed by the evil ones. In a book 
for young girls particularly, the aim all through should be to 
hold up a lofty standard of morals and refinement, and to 
beware of a poisoned atmosphere. 

Elsie’s Children. By Martha Finley (Farquharson). New 
York: Dodd, Mead, & Co.—Mrs. Finley’s former productions 
have met with a favorable reception from the reading public, 
and doubtless those who were pleased with “Elsie’s Mother- 
hood,” will desire to see this, its sequel. The scene of the 
story is partly laid in the South, and the author shows 
familiarity with Southern modes of living. Several families 
figure in the course of the narrative, Elsie’s kindred being 
numerous, and the different ways of parents in bringing up 
children are illustrated by one who is a keen observer. The 
tendencies of the book are good, and we think that both 
young people and their parents will enjoy it. (12mo. Cloth, 
$1.50.) 


Notes on the International Sabbath-school Lessons for 1878. 
Part I. Old Testament. By John E. Todd, Pastor of the 
Church of the Redeemer, New Haven, Conn. Part II. New 
Testament. By Matthew B. Riddle, D.D., Professor of New 
Testament Exegesis, Theological Institute of Connecticut, 
Hartford. Boston: Congregational Publishing Society.—All 
who have used this series of notes for the last two years will 
want the new volume. No single work with which we are 
acquainted is of like value with this, for scholarly, fresh, and 
trustworthy comments on the lessons of the year. (Svo, pp. 
220. Cloth.) 





Deserted Jessie. By Mary B. Colby. New York: U. D. 
Ward.—A book intended for school-girls “and other young 
misses. Unfortunately, though its religious teachings are 
good, it is much too sensational and melodramatic to be 
wholesome reading for the class referred to. We decidedly 
object, too, to the introduction of adolescent love affairs in 
books designed for immature people. The writer of this 
story possesses the gift of narration, and would do better, 
were she to use it in weaving a more natural and probable 
tale. (16mo. Cloth.) 


Baby Ballads. By Uno. Boston: Lee & Shepard—A 
very pretty collection of baby verse. Mothers will delight 
in it. The print is clear, the pictures good, and the poems 
most of them are favorites of our nurseries now, though some 
are little known. On the cover a dainty and tiny lad and 
lass stand hand in hand, to take the parental heart by storm. 
The illustrations are mostly German, and have a quaint and 
homely effect which is very pleasing, and the rhymes tell us 
of baby in every winsome way which baby can show. 


Witherspoon. Proceedings and Addresses at the Laying of 
the Corner-stone and at the Unveiling of the Statue of John 
Witherspoon, in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. Compiled 
by the Rev. William P. Breed, DD. Philadelphia: Presby- 
terian Board of Publication—A fitting commemoration of 
the excellent divine and patriot, the only minister who signed 
the Declaration of Independence, and of whom the Presby- 
terians are justly proud. (l16mo, pp. 104. Cloth.) 

A Concordance of the Book of Psalms in the Authorized 
Version; together with a Concordance to the Psalter of the 
Book of Common Prayer. New York: Anson D. F. Ran- 
dolph & Co.—A book whose usefulness is self-evident from the 
title. The Concordance to the Psalter contains only peculiar 
wordings of the same. The volume is of convenient form, 
neatly printed, and, so far as we have examined, quite 
accurate. (16mo, pp. 72. Cloth ) 


A Song anda Sigh. By Rose Porter. New York: Anson 
D. F. Randolph & Co.—Best characterized by its title. A 
well-written book that can hardly be called either a story or 
atale. A simple snatch from the sweet life of the heroine, 
passing through late girlhood and early married life with a 
singing, sighing undertone that suggests a longer oratone of 
the whole life, as if the relation were real. (1Smo, pp. 273. 


Cloth, $1.25.) 


The Signal Boys ; or, Captain Sam's Company. By George 
Cary Eggleston. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—The 
third story of the “ Big Brother Series.” An entertaining book 
for boys, detailing the adventures of a company of boys in 
Jackson's Signal Service, with hair-breadth ’scapes from perils 
of the enemy, the water, and the swamp, just before the battle 
of New Orleans, (16mo, pp- 218. Cloth, $1.50.) 


Betty and her Cousin Harry. By Miss 8. E. Chester. New 
York: American Tract Society—Two lovable and wide- 
awake children are Miss Betty and Master Harry. What 
they said and didon New Year's Day, on May Day, Decoration 
Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc., are set down for the 
pleasure and profit of the many girls and boys just like them, 
who make all days bright wherever they are. 





Wait and Hope; or, Ben Bradford's Motto. By Horatio 
Alger, Jr.; Boston: Loring—The fourth and last of the 
“ Brave and Bold Series.” A well told-story of an honest, 
plucky, and patient boy, who meets with some of his reward 
in this life. Healthy; with good lessons and a good moral, 
and entertaining. (18mo, pp. 352. Cloth, $1.50.) 


Our Little Ones in Paradise. Compiled by the Rey. Samu l 
Cutler. New York: American Tract Society.—A compilation 
of prose and poetry, with a few short essays by the compiler, 
touching matters known and unknown respecting the early 
called away. The whole is done in a comforting and judi- 
cious spirit. (16mo, pp. 102. Cloth.) 


Question books and other lesson helps for the new year 
are in hand earlier than usual, and they are generally an 
improvement on their predecessors. Dr. Vincent's “ Berean 
Question Book” is of ampler diversions than its competitors, 
and is well filled with aids to study. A new feature isa 
series of lessons on Temperance, one at the close of each 
quarter, and ten at the close of the volume. The ‘Seholar’s 
Hand Book,” for the first six months of the year, by the Rev. 
E. W. Rice, published by the American Sunday-school Union, 
includes all that has made it so popular hitherto, and adds 
a number of well-arranged schedules for opening exercises in 
the Sunday-school. Dr. Willard M. Rice’s “ Westminster 
Question Book,” issued by the Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation, covers the year’s lessons, together with appropriate 
selections from the Westminster Catechism, maps, illustra- 
tions, and tables add to its value. The Baptist Publication 
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Society furnishes the “Baptist Question 
Book,” by the Rev. Granville 8. Abbott, and 
the Primary Question Book,” by Mrs. M. 
G. Kennedy, both well in advance of former 
issues of the same series. l'airbanks & Co., 
of 46 Madison Street, Chicago, start out two 
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new publications which will doubtless find | 
favor from the beginning. One is a series of | 
blackboard hints and designs under the title 
of “Illustrations and Helpful Hints on the 


International Lessons of 1878, 


" by the Rev. 
W. |. Crafts; the other is “ The Primary | 
Teachers Monthly,” by Mra. W. F. Craft, | 
comprising helps to the teaching of the Inter- | 
national Lessons to little folke, and much other | 
matter likely to be of service to mothers and 

primary class teachers. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


fall books received will be promptly noticed under 

this head, The interests of our readers wil] guide 

us in making further notice,] 

Tne Lesson Comrenp ror 1878, By the Rev. Jesse 
Lyman Hurlbut, A.M. New York: Nelson & | 
Philips, 16mo, pp. 135. Cloth, (Perkenpine & 
Higgins.) 


Picture Teacnine. By Janet Byrne. Sixth Edition. 
Paris, London, and New York: Cassell, Petter & 
Galpin. (Porter & Coates.) 4to, pp. 184, Cloth. 


Tae Protestant Queen or Navarre. By Virginia 
F. Townsend, New York; Nelson & Philips. 
18mo. pp. 329. Cloth, (Perkinpine & Higgins.) 


Revivats or Reriaion. By the Rev, James Porter 
D.U. New York: Nelson & Phillips, 12mo, pp. 
“85. Cloth, $1.75. (Perkenpine & Higgins.) 


Aunt Jo's Scrar Bag. By Louisa M, Alcott, Bos- 
ton: Roberts Brothers. l6mo, pp. 228, Cluth, 
$1.00. (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Jouty Goop Times at Scnuoor. By P. Thorne. 
Boston : Roberts Brothers. 16mo, pp. z8l, Cloth, 
$1.25. (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Tue Bar-Rooms at Brantiy. By T. 8. Arthur. 
Philadelphia: Porter & Coates. 16mo, pp. 437. 
Cloth. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 
A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 








week, The edition this week is 26,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 


the subscription list at any time. 

Tae Lasor or Love, a choice gospel 
sheet issued monthly by Edwin A. Wilson, 
Springfield, Ill., contains the simple gospel 
of the grace of God to sinners young and 
old, Send for specimen. 

Rev. C. F. Deems, D.D., LL. D., believes 
that the papers published by the Evangeli- 
cal Publishing Co., 70 Bible House, New 
York, are the best for Sunday-school 
teachers and scholars of all grades. They are 
used in his school. 

Wm. B. Mucktow, New York, will 
publish in a few weeks a new work by Rev. 
Uharles Force Deems, D.D., (pastor of the 
Church of the Stranger, New York City,) 
entitled “ Weights and Wings, and other 
Things.” The same publisher will have 
“‘ Masks and Faces ; or, An Appeal for Fidel- 
ity in Friendship” by Dr. Tyng, Jr., ready 
in a few days. 


Fairs LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Jold Once More, The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


SPECIAL NOTCES. 


Porrery Decorations —Chinese Figures, Birds, 
Buttertlies, Beetles, for ornamenting Pottery. Send 
2 green stamps for samples, or 50 cents for package 
containing 10, 8 or 6 sheets of different designs. 
Stamps taken. MORRISON & CO,,411 Myrtle Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


‘ , think that your 

Ik y OU LIBRARY SYSTEM can be im- 
proved, we would be pleased to send you or your 
librarian a system designed rn! the librarian of one 
of our large Sunday-schools. All who have seen it sa 

it’s the most simple and concise method ever used, 
The class, by this plaa, is not interrupted during 
the teaching. Dr. Vincent, in 8, 8. Journal, says : 
“It is an excellent plan,” For full particulars, with 








sample cards, send to M. D. SWISHER (enclose 
stamp for return postage), 208 Broadway, N, Y 
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WHERE WILL YOU BUY YOUR TOYS? 


person, 


If you live within a hundred miles of New York City, it will pay you to call at our establishment in 
If not, you can see ali the latest freaks of Santa Claus,—with his beneficent provision for Old 


and Young-—illustrated with accurate description and prices by enclosing to us 15 ets., for 


the Winter numbers of the “ Fashion Quarterly.” 


You wilt be surprised at our wonderful prices, Orders 


avtended te faithfully, and forwarded to any part of the United States, 


BEaRIicHoH c& coO., 


287, 289, 291, 293, and 295 Eighth Avenue, New York City. 








SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMITTEES 


Should not purchase their Toys and Holiday Goods before examining Our Unrivaled Assortment. 
import our stock direct from Saxony, Paris, Switzerland, and Vienna, and can give you great advantages 


We 


as regards PRICE. We make a specialty of supplying the Sunday-school Trade. Callin person, if pus- 
sible; if not, enclose 15 cents for the Winter numbers of our “ Fashion Quarterly,” which gives illustra- 


tions, descriptions, and prices, 


BBRIcH ck CcoO., 


9 


287, 289, 291, 293, and 295 Eighth Avenue, New York City. 





SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 
A NEW FIRST-CLASS MONTHLY. 

Its publication will begin with an issue for 
January, 1878. 

Sunday Afternoon will differ in character 
from any Monthly now published, aiming to 
supply reading matter, which, acceptable always, 
is peculiarly adapted to Sunday. Striving to 
avoid Sectarianism, Partisanship, Cant, or Reli- 
gious technicality, it will aim to present live arti- 
cles, on live issues, by live men. 

Sunday Afternoon, not unmindful that 
many readers need healthful relaxation and enter- 
tainment, will endeavor to supply liberally the 
wants of such. It will aim to be thoroughly 
Christian in spirit and influence. 

In quality, Sunday Afternoon will endeavor 
to rank with the best existing Monthlies, as the 
names of its contributors, accompanying their 
articles, will prove. They will be selected without 
reference to SL nominational bias. 

Sunday Afternoon will treat largely topics 
of Practical Philanthropy, such as: 

Poor Relief in its various branches ; The Labor 
Question as relates to Christianity ; The Temper- 
ance Reform ; Political Matters in their ethical 
relations; Science, in its relation to religion—will 
have a leading place, The various Religious 
Denominations will not be forgotten 

GOOD STORIES. 

gaz There will always be Two Serials in 
progress, by writers of abi <4 

Short Stories. There will be in every number 
two or three complete stories, which with the 
serials will be the best that can be secured. 

Editor’s Table. This part of Sunday 
Afternoon will, it is confidently believed. pos- 
sess a degree of vigor and interest rarely found 
in this department of magazine writing. 

The Book Notices will, it is hoped, be 
found unusually discriminative and trustworthy. 

Rev. Washington Gladden, formerly of the 
New York Independent, will have editorial charge 
of Sunday Afternoon. 

Prof. George P. Fisher, D.D, Rev. Leonard 
Woolsey Bacon, Chancellor Howard Crosby, 
LL. D., Rev. R. W Dale, D.D, Principal J. W 
Dawson, LLD., Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, and 
* Susan Coolidge” will contribute, and there will 
be stories by 

Edward Everett Hale. Harriet Beecher Stowe 
John Habberton, John Esten Cooke, Horace E 
Scudder, Edward Eggleston, Rebecca Harding 
Davis, Rose Terry Cooke, Sarah O. Jewett 
(Author of ‘“ Deephaven.”) and Josephine R 
Baker. 

Price of Sunday Afternoon, 25 cents, or 
$3.00 a year, postage paid. There will be about 
100 pages, 94x64 inches. Specimen pages for 
warded to any address, on application. 

Newsdealers will please send in orders as early 
as possible tinal the usual channels. The 
serials alone woald, it is thought, create a wide 
demand for Sunday Afternoon, 

Subscriptions now received. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 
Box 1355, Springfield, Mass. 
je Good canvassers wanted at once. Liberal 
cash commissions. 








TWO CHOICE BOOKS 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 


FOR BOYS 


Nothing can be better than 


THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER 


By Chaplain H.CLAY TRUMBULL, 
Editor of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
Price - - $1.50. 


The sixth edition of this book was accompanied 
by commendatory letters from governors of all the 
New England states, and from fifteen college presi- 
dents. itis the one war biography recommended 
by the American Social Science Association for a 
place in the first list of books for village or other 
public libraries. Tne Nation says of it: 

“Whoever reads this life of Henry Camp can 
hardly failto have his faith in men strengthened, 
and all his good impulses quickened. There is 
electricity in good and great jives, that makes their 
contact healthful and iuvigorating, and we commend 
this book to all people who lead little, aud puor, and 
doubting lives as aa excellent tonic.” 


FOR GIRLS. 


Nineteen Beautiful Years, 


OR, 
SKETCHES OF A GIRL’S LIFE. 
By Miss F. E. WILLARD. 
Price, - - - $1.00 


NOTICE OF. THE PRESS. 


“An excellent book to pnt into the hands of 
many a girl who has been led to wonder how she 
may best perform her part in life.”— The Congrega- 
tionalist, 

“ Thoughtful and religious, but piqnant and often 
humorous. The thousands who have lixtened with 
delight and profit to Miss Wiliard will be glad to 
possess this little volume.”— The Contributor. 

“Religion is never shown here as vapory or in- 
tangible, nor as sombre and gloomy; but 1s ever 
actual and real, and wears a home-like charming 
grace.”— Times of Refreshing. 

“It differs refreshingly from most books of its 
class."—The Watchman. 


Either of the above books sent on receipt of price, 
carefully wrap ved, and p stage prepaid, Address 
EBEN. SHU! E Manager International 8. S. Supply 
Co., 62 Bromfield St., Boston. 








WONDER BOX contains 

12 Sheets Paper. 

lz Envelopes. 

3 Sheets Colored Paper. 
1 Lead Pencii. 

3 Pens. 

1 Motto. 

12 Comic Cards. 
40 Si hou. ttes. 


198 Decalcomanie. 
132 Embossed Pictures, 
1 Fioral Card, 
1 Pen- holder. 
2 Book Marks. 
25 Wood Splints, 
5 Flags. 
5 Picture Holders, 
36 Love Mottoes. 50 Serap-Book Pictures. 
22 Splint-Work Patterns. 631 Articles, 
for 42 cts. (by mail for 53 cts.) It amounts at retail to 
$ 


Postage stamps taken. Agents wanted. 
J. JAY GUULD, 16 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass, 





ORIENTAL EXnIBITIONS 


Illustrative of 
BIBLE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 


MR. A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, the well-known Oriental 
Lecturer, will deliver his Illustrated Lectures with 
a@ number of ASSISTANTS (all in Oriental cos 
tumes) and a MOST VALUABLE collection of 
curiosities, in the following places; 

PHILADELPHIA, latter part of November. 

NEW YORK STALE in December. 

CANADA in January. 

A limited number of days are open for engage- 
ments. APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE 
AT ONCE. 

February and March in OHIO and ILLINOIS. 

Address, care of 


FRED. VAN-LENNEP, 
14 Wall St., New York. 


December Wide Awake. 20 cents. 
T. B. Aldrich and his Home. The Wedding a 
Podgers’, Prue’s Pocket Book. Miltiades’ Twelfih 
Adventure. A Fox. Uncle sam’s Almanac. How 
to Amuse Children. Child Marian Abroad, &c. 
Send to D,. LUTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 


MY PICTURE LESSON, 


with its four pages weekly, gives the International 
Lesson in pictures and stories for children. ‘“ The 
best for Infant Classes.” One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 35 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 15 cents a year, Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 








Ms BOOKS, PICTURES, 
BY Mal 


Any p'ece of Music or Book mailed on receipt of 
price. Helen’s Babies’ Galop and Helen’s Babies’ 
Song, 40c. each. Fine set of Violin Strings for 75c. ; 
single strings from 15c. to 25c. BOOKS FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS very luw. Send for catalogues of books 
and music, i0U ocr (embossed) pictures tor 25c. 

GEO. MOLINEUX, 44 4th St., 
Brooklyn (E. D.), N. Y. 


COX AND SONS, LONDON, 


13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 
Branch Depot, 12 West St., Boston. 
ART WORK IN WOOD, STONE, METAL, TILES 
AND STALNEbv GLASS. 

Christmas Decorations for Church and Domestic 
Use, now on exhibition, 

Stitfs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware. 

List of Catalogues on application. 





The most select low-priced Music 
The Echo. Book for Schools, Goldene, Conven- 
tions, &e, Very pee ge omnes 75 cents, P 
9a r Sunday Schools and Gos- 
Murray’s Songs pei "Meetings. Filled with 
Gems, Price 36 ceats. 
Piano Blake’s New Method. A complete self- 
* instructor. Learn withouta teacher. $1.00. 
boards ; paper, 75 cents. EITHER BOOK post-paid. 
WnaiTE, SMITH & CO., Boston, Mass. 





THE GREATINVENTION 


An Automatic Fly Brush that runs three to seven 
hours and sits on nothing. Is always out of the 
way at the dining-table, sick-bed, cradle, etc., and 1s 
guaranteed to drive all flies or no sale. Parties 
wanted to take townships or counties. $100 brings 
a return of $1,500 net in six months; $50 brings $1,000, 
and less amounts in proportion. Greatest invention 
in 10,000 for speculation, Positive proof given. See 
our book of letters and certificates. $30 a day in cash. 
All who engage are bettering their condition and 
return us thanks for the invention. No humbug or 
eatch-penny trash, but an honest, big-paying busi- 
ness. Write us at once for our Book of Particurars, 
or your chance may be taken by others. Address, 
RENNER & CO., New Midway, Frederick Co., Md. 





TO ADVERTISERS! 32222 


aN # plicants who 
do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS, 160 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AYER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosinson Bros. & Co., Boston. 








Y MAIL FOR 25e. 24 sheets note paper and 
25 white envelopes, or fancy box and same 
quantity of ladies’ note paper and envelopes—or 
package containing 280 pins, 25 assorted needles, 
72 shirt buttons, 200 yard spool cotton, 12 shoe 
strings, 1 shoe buttoner, 25 steel pointed hair pins, 
and 1 20 yd., spool col. sewing silk. 

J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





ILT Edged Visiting Cards, Beautifully 
piinted, 5c, per dozen, postpaid. 10 packs, 10 

names, $1. Common Cards at unheard-of rates, 

Send stamp for circular, W. C. Cannon, Boston. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHE, Ten cents per copy. 
Mailed free. Address M, E., Box 53, Kinderhook, 
New York. 





RAILING FERNS 50 cts. and stamp. 
H. BLAKESLEE, 
Clintonville, Conn. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS., ° 


& 
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EDUCATIONAL. 
OBERLIN COLLEGE. 
ame . soelive oketiion: oe atte th at Monnas 


saloon temptations. Best of religious influences. 
Thorough and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
For circulars address J.B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College management. First-class teachers. 
Expenses.low. Class instruction or private lessons, 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
unsurpassed for a and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 


Thorough Preparation for Business! 
BRYANT & STRATTON 
USINESS OLLECE 

Telegraphic Institute, 
108 8. Ten ith St.» any jag Pa. 


increased fac Sitios. Tek ic Dept. in cha: 
of the ener ‘and E El ef tae od 


Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Co, fe 

full particulars, call or send for free 

illustrated circular, J. BE. SOULE, Pres. 

HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 

DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 
An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 


very "low. For catalo ues, address 
F. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 

































EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great any ee 
Mass. A superior Family School for young boys 
in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 
thorough instruction, kind ¢ eare and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 
JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 





OME meme” FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best a rie a thorough education, For 


circulars, address, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
side er og for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catal e address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, AM. E. peenwiah, R.I, 


INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best ne ay in ~ cca Science, Lan- 


Paintin; Mus 
wibeahe DRVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 





REV. 





APLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 
Ladies. Established 1863. For catalogues 
address Professor D. 8. BABCOCK, 
East Haddam, Middlesex Co., Conn, 





OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
Boa eo aae th a S Toung Ladies, 
ridgeport, Conn. — e principal, 
winds go EMILY NELSON. 








PUBLICATIONS. 





NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘lext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
CaRDS. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 

WITH A PAIR OF PRETTY 


SENT FREE OIL ee een 
The Childvens Friend 


(PRICE $1.56 PER ANNUM) 
now in its 13th year. THE OLDEST OF ALL JUVE- 
NILE MONTHLIES. “Pure, bright, and winning, 
‘a gem for the home.” TO INDUCE APPLICANTS 
for “sample copies, the publisher offers to send the No- 
‘vember issue of this delightful illustrated magazine, 
sonener wit these pictures, on receipt of TEN CENTS.» 
TARY - HOUGH, 706 Arch St., Philadelphia. 


NEWEST AND BEST 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 


By H.8. PERKINS. 75cts. per copy. $6 per doz. 

Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, ete., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, ” Hymns, Tunes, Chants. Anthems, and 
vocal music of all kinds, ‘and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 


For the Piano Forte, 
isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 
much other new matter is a very valuable treatise 
on accompanying, and a number of very beautiful 
songs. Thousands of copies sold, Price, $2.75. 


ARMOR BEARER, 


By Rev. F. P. HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY. 
‘Is the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundred of the best Hymns and Music by the most 
popular composers, 35 cts. per copy. $80 per hun- 


dred 
CHURCH WELCOME. 














The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, | 
Anthems, etc.. for all denominations. Alsocontains | 
a fine c ollection of Glees, Part Songs, ete. Reduced | 
price, $12 per dozen. 400 pages. Is meeting witha 
large sale. 

Published by WM, A, POND & CO., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, »89U nion Square, N. Y. 





THE WORDLESS BOOK. 


By mail, 10c. 10 copies, 75c. 
quantities, 


HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Avenue, N, Y. 


Salvation ar 
* Symbolized, | 
Special rates in | 





PUBLICATIONS. 


PUBLICATIONS, 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VIMONS OF HEAVEN, 


For the Life on Earth. 
BY THE 

















REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of 


PARADISE,” etc. 


Every one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
to purchase this, a companion book. 


16mo. PRICE, $1.50, 


The Book for the Holidays. 


THE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 

Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED. 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50, 
Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintenden:, 
1884 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS FOR 1878. 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 


Author of “Through the Eye tothe Heart,” “The 
Coming Man is the Present Child,” etc., etc. 


THE ONLY BOOK WITH BLACKBOARD 
EXERCISES announced for the coming year, 


PAR1 I—FIRST AND SECOND QUARTERS. 
Price, limp cloth, 50 cents. 


RVERY — SUPERINTENDENT 


And Teacher should have a copy of this 
invaluable help, 


MAILED, POST-PAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 


Publishers, 
46 MADISON ST., Chicago, Ill. 


Every Sunday. 


We will publish for 1878 a new 
weekly lesson leaf, entitled, EVERY 
SUNDAY, a two-paged leaf, with notes, 
for children, on the International Les- 
sons, memory lessons, etc. Price, 15 
cents per year; ten copies and over, 
10 cents each. 

s@-Subscriptions must expire with 
the last week of March, June, Septem- 
ber, or December numbers. 

Send for specimen copy. 
December 1. 

Address 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y. 


SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 
(PART IX.) 
ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, 


FROM JANUARY TO JULY, 1878, 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
By REV. EDWIN W, RICE. 
Price, 10 cents. - - 100 copies, $8.00. 
Just Published and for sale by 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Philadelphia: 1122 Chestnut Street. 
New York: 8 and 10 Bible House, Astor Place. 
Boston: 7 Beacon St. Chicago: 73 Randolph St. 
St. Louis: 207 North Sixth St, 





























Ready 








REVISED EDITION OF 
ASA HULL'S 
NEW S. 8. SINGING BOOK, 


GARLANDS OF PRAISE, 
IS NOW READY. 
It is praised by all using it. Without exception it 
is the best of its class ever published. No Sunday- 
school can afford to be without it, if the interest “= 
the school is considered. The price is $30 pe 
hundred, same as inferior books, then whv not vet 
the best? Mailed post-paid upon receipt of 35 cents. 
Address, ASA HULL, 
241 Fourth Ave., New York. 


“A KNIGHT OF THE XIX. 
CENTURY.” 12mo. $1.50. 

“ Mr. Roe’s present tale is fully equal 
to anything he has yet given to the world, 
It is eminently thoughtful, admirably 
constructed, and thoroughly interesting 
from cover to cover.” —Philadelphia Sat- 
urday Evening Post. 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
751 Broadway, New York. 





pply a at va- 
risty x4 Teseon papers, 
Scholars’ Quarterlies 
and Question Books for 
Sunday-Schoo] Schol- 
ars, and the best of the 
Weekly and Month! 
Helps for Superintend. 
ents and Teachers, to- 
gether with the vol- 
umes of Notes on the 
Lessons for 1878. Hav- 
iog been acquainted 
with the businessa long 
time, and a Sunday- 
schoot we nto rea 
for several years, I can 
NSONS be of service to schools 
desiring to know which 
are the best helps for 
teachers and scholars. Samples of Question Books 
loaned for examination. Samples of best lesson 
papers sent free. Address, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 


LESSUNTA APERS 
()IES! 


RE RIOD! se J 


sty WS 


1OlG 








THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Westminster Question Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE 
FROM 
- $18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878. 








NOW READY. 
CONCERT EXERCISE 
FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 


THE 








“A GLORIOUS BOOK FOR BOYS,’ 


The Choicest of Presents. 


HENRI; 
OR, 
The Little Savoyard in Paris. 
A TRANSLATION, 
By Mrs. LIZZIE P. LEWIS. 
Rich Cloth, 75 Cents. 





This is a story which will not only interest 
boys, for whom it is particularly intended, but 
also the grown-up friends of boys. If any one 
makes HENRI’s acquaintance in his mountain 
home, they will not wish to leave him until they 
see bim safely through his many and varied ex- 
periences, in that “ Paradise of fashionable Amer- 
icans,” Paris! 


MRS. MARTHA J. LAMB, the noted historian 
of New York, says: “I found this story so 
interesting that I was constrained to finish it at 
one reading. Nor can I forbear to give expres 
sion to my admiration of the beautiful manner in 
which Mrs Lewis has converted it into our own 
tongue. It will make a charming little volume, 
indeed.” 


7 Do not fail to send your orders in immedi- 
ately, Henri will be ready to be introduced to 
the boys of America on December Ist. 


WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d Street and Madison Ave., New York City 








N.B.-No Christmas Tree complete without “Henri.” 





PUBLICATIONS, 





HALF AMILLION 
or 
BOYS AND GIRLS 
To be made Happy by 
100,000 copies of St. Nicholas for December. 
Ruapy Nov. 241x. 
Two Serial Storics. 


“UNDER THE LILACS,” 


By the Author of “ Little Women.” 


“TOWER MOUNTAI. 


A “Robinson Crusoe” Story, 
By GUSTAVUS FRANKENSTEIN. 








Christmas comes but once a year, 
When it comes it brings good cheer. 





Some idea of the attractions offered in the 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY NUMBER 
of St. Nicxowas, of which 100,000 copies will be 
issued, may be gained from the following: There 
are poems by HENRY W. LONGFELLOW and 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT; afine hitherto 
unpublished sketch of Boy Life, by the late 
THEODORE WINTHROP; and a short story by 
the author of “ ALICE IN WONDERLAND ;” 
a new fairy story, “SweerT MARsoram Day,” 
by FRANK R. STOCKTON, illustrated by 
BENsELL; Miss LUCRETIA P. HALE gives a 
chapter of domestic fun under the title, ‘‘ THE 
PETERKINS’ CHARADES,” There are also 
several other bright, instructive, and interesting 
papers on various subjects, such as the illustrated 
article, ‘A CHAT ABOUT POTTERY,” a poetic 
riddle by DR. J. G. HOLLAND, and a compar- 
ison between the manners of young folks in old 
times and nowadays, by GAIL HAMILTON, 


The number contains nearly 100 pages; and is 
crowded with striking and beautiful pictures, 

Of the story element, the brightest feature is the 
beginning of the new serial by Miss ALCOTT, 
entitled ““UNDER THE LILACS,” with illus- 
trations by Mary Hallock Foote. 





This Christmas Number contains also the open- 
ing of a new Serial Story for Boys, a tale of 
tropical life,by GUSTAVUS FRANKENSTEIN, 
entitled “TOWER MOUNTAIN,” admirably il- 
lustrated by the artists Moran and Kelly; 
A PORTRAIT OF MISS ALCOTT, with a sketch 
of her life; several poems by TWO LITTLE 
AMERICAN GIRLS; a PLAY, and a CHRIST- 
MAS CAROL (set to music); and half a dozen 
complete short stories, bright, funny, exciting, and 
pathetic, etc, etc. 

There is a NEW COVER DESIGN by the 
English Artist, WALTER CRANE,—the famous 
designer of “ The Baby’s Opera” and other colored 
Picture Books. 


Sold by all 
dealers. 
a Year. 


Booksellers and News- 
Price only 25 Cents; $3.00 


SCRIBNER & CO., 
743 ‘Broadway, N. Y. 


OUR LITTLE MESSENGER, 


with four large pages, semi-monthly, contains 
beautiful pictures and stories for little children. 
Without lesson or date. One copy, one month, 


three cents; one year, 25 cents. Over 12 ¢ 
each 14 cents a year. Address, Evangelical 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our bay ewe 
If you meh TIBBALS 4°80 SONs” a. 


— 





h. BT Park Row. . Baw Yorks. 
EXTRA FINE MIXED OAR 
l0cts., post-paid. L, JONES &00., 





with name. 
assau, N.Y, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


—— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « «= $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 sad 1.90 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions vo expire at the same time with 
the club as oneal ordered. Thenew subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubseribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but aleo the one to 
which 1t has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is doniqpet to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pookve or Supermtendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 
In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
d for Tus Sunpay Scuoon Times, as given on the 
fellow address label on Tue Times, 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - = $ .60 

bd one year, - - ~ 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 “ one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 pies at s rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Jeymont for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D, Wattles, as follows : 
The Sunday School Times, one year, ~ 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, — Is. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 





Advertising Rates. 
Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 
25 ets 


an inch), for eachinsertion,. .  — 
Special Notices: per line (as above),. -. 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: _ line (leaded), . . 5&0cts. 
Discounts on the above rates as follows. 5 per 


cent. on 4 insertions. 10 per cent, on 8 insertions 
15 percent. on 13 insertions. 20 per cent. on 26 
insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 insertions. 

a@-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher. 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia, 


A OFFER! We will during 
A GRE sthese Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS,new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash orInstall= 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’ GRAND UARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- 
os $150.7 1-3 do $160 not used a year. “2? 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Stops 6100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AG’TS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A liberal discount (o Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, Lodges ete, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST tith STREET, 
Union Square. New Vork. P.O. Box, 3567. 
WESTIMONITALS. 
The N. ¥. Times says: ‘ Waters’ Orchestrior 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 

ly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
Bells and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
belis.—Christian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabled to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge. 
—N, VY, Evangelist, 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality.—Christian Intellingencer, 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. - 





CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 

Iiustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vaypczey & Tier, 102 E. 24 St., Cincinnati. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y¥. 


Manufacture a superior -- of Bells, 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
4% illustrated Catalogues sent free. 














INSURANCE, 





1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED i825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. - + Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t. Secretary. _ 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - - $200,000 
DIRECTORS 


JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JAMES HUNTER, 
HENRY HAINES, 

’M. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 

J. B. SHEPPARD, 
WM. A. LEVERING, 
D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
M. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 





NELSON F. EVANS, 


President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J.E. BPA Ad 3> 


PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from se to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Tllus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 

culars and references. 
J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
23 Broadway, New York. 














and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and prices. 
Views illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. 43> 4 ofitable business 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographic Views of Bible 
History for $25. 74 page illustrated catalogue free. 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St.. N 





DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt ee and self-adjust- 
ing pads, nequaled for Lp! 
sty) and comfo: Approved by i 
i physicians. For sale by leading mer- 

chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
% In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corse’ 








WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N. Y. 





| 





PUBLICATIONS, 


Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just ont. Contains the sys- 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutely and 
, described, that it is the easiest and best 

anual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is alsoa 
most entertaining, useful, and thorough book for all 
Music Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficu't, 
and continually referred to. The book also best 
answers that perplexing question: “How to have 
mg singing in Cungregations.” $1.38; or $12.00 per 

0%. 


THE ENCORE. By L. O. Emerson, This fine 
k has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets. Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice, It is a capital Glee Book 
as well as Singing Class Book. Thorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 75 cts.; or $7.50 per doz. 

PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. Ry W. O. Perkins 
This, like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Kook 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for easy practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instructive course, and 
the best of music. 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using one of 
these books. For sale everywhere. Copies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker 
_New York. ___ Philadelphia 





NOW READY! 


CHORAL ANTHEMS 
BY H. P. DANKS. 
128 large pages of Superior Anthems, adapted 
for all occasions of worship. 

We offer this entirely NEW and valuable work 
at the low price of $13.50 per dozen, in order to 
bring it within reach of every Choir in the land. 
We will mail it to any address ON RECEIPT 
OF $1.50. 


—_—o— 
VINEYARD OF SONG. 
REVISED EDITION. 


wd other book offered for the use of 
Xte se ools, Singing Classes and Conven- 
tions, for instruction and practice in 
the art of Singing. 
It contains 192 pages of valuable material. 
Price, $7.50 per dozen ; 75 cts. each, by mail. 


—_——9—— 
BIGLOW & MAIN’S 
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, 


No. 8. 
Containing Six new and beautiful Christmas 
Carols, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 can also be sup- 
plied. The Annual has now become a necessity 
at Christmas Festivals. Sent by mail on receipt 
of price— 
5 cents each; $4 per 100 Copies. 


BIGLOW «& MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


- MARK TWALN’S — 


PATENT 


DELP-PASTING SURAP BOOK 








The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made. 
Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive 
your scraps. 





Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 

Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 

Pictorial Scra , 8 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 

Prescription k, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15¢. and 20c, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
circular, 

' SLOTE, WOODMAN, & Co., 
Brians Book Manvuracrurers, 
We and 191 William Street Vew Voark. 


The Convention 
i. and Choir. 


> By S. W. STRAUB. 
© For Choirs, Conventions, Singing Schools, Etc. 


Very attractive and perfectly graded Elemen- 
f= tary Exercises, Sparkling Glees, ve yrs Hymn 
Tunes, nearly 200 pages of Splendid Anthems, 
Grand Sacred and Secular Choruses. 
320 pages; only $1.00; $10.00 per dozen. 
™ Choir Leaders, Singing Schoo! Teach- 
rs and Convention Conductors should not think 


of adopting any other book beiore examining this. 


CROWN OF CLORY. COOD CHEER! 
BY S. W. STRAUB. BY S. W. STRAUB. 

A splendid collection of new For Singing Classes, etc., 
S. S. Music; highly praised | the MOST and BEST for the 
by all! 35cts. $3.60 perdoz. | money; only 6o c, $6. per doz. 
For sale by Music Dealers and Booksellers generally, 
Either book sent post free for retail price. Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN. McCLURC & CO., Chicago, Il. 


CURIOSITIES. Three Thou- 
BIBLE sand Prize Questions and An- 
swers, pertaining to Scripture 


persons, places, and things with facts and figures 
and ready reference tables. By a N.Y. City 8.38. 
Superintendent, with introduction by Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, D.D, 402 pages. $1.50. Agents wanted, 
E. B, TREATPublisher, 895 Broadway, New York. 

















WORTH REPEATING. 


THE HILLS OF GOD. 
{From The Examiner.] 


Tis like anarrow valley land, 
This earthly way of mine; 
Before me, clad in glory grand, 
I see the hills divine— 
Those heights the saintly long have trod 
The Hills of Hope, the Hills of G.d! 


Though mists of doubt enfold me in 
Though through the dark I grope, 
The upward path my feet may win 
That mounts the heavenly slope ; 
And walking through the lowland here 
I know the Hills of God are near. 


Unto them oft I lift mine eyes, 
That oft with tears are wet, 

And through the mist they calmly rise 
Where sun no more shal! set. 

To me forever grand and fair 

The Hills of God—my Help is there! 


EUROPEAN IGNORANCE OF 
AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


{From Dr. Thompson’s “The United States as a 
Nation.”] 

One of the foremost monthlies, which well 
represents the literature and learning of 
Germany, in an article on _ railways, 
written by a university professor, attributed 
to “a speech of President Lincoln, in the 
Senate of the United States,” the astounding 
statement, that, ‘in building a railway, it 
was better to finish the road rapidly, because, 
though such immature work would cost 
more lives, it would hasten the development 
of the country.” I wrote to the editor that 
Mr. Lincoln never was in the Senate; that, 
excepting in the case of the Pacific road, the 
Senate had nothing to do with railways ; and 
though Mr. Lincoln had once urged the 
rapid and vigorous prosecution of the war, 
on the ground that the salvation of the 
Union would infinitely overbalance all 
present cost and loss, he was utterly inca- 
pable of thus staking human life against the 
gains of a railroad. The editor promised to 
make the correction; but just then an 
American newspaper at Berlin made asquib 
upon his article, to the effect that, on the 
occasion referred to, “‘ Alexander Hamilton, 
Senator from Toronto, liad replied to Mr. 
Lincoln with great eloquence and power.” 
The bewildered German GeleAhrte hereupon 
sent me the paragraph, which he took to be 
serious, and said: “Though I have much 
confidence in your knowledge, I suspect that 
my allusion to Mr. Lincoln was correct, 
since the accompanying paragraph, which 
gives evidence of minute accuracy, confirms 
my statement.” I was obliged to anawer, 
“ My dear sir, don’t you see that this para- 
graph is making a fool of you? Don’t you 
know that Toronto is in Canada? that 
Hamilton was never in the Senate? and 
that he was killed fiye years before Lincoln 
was born? 


Another journal that aspires to lead 
opinion in the capital, and whose editor is 
certified by a doctorate of the University, 
some time ago enlightened its readers with 
an account of the American Thanksgiving. 
After describing the sour New England 
Puritan, who would allow no holiday nor 
festivity, but enforced the Jewish Sabbath 
by stringent penalties, this journal dis- 
covered a hopeful triumph of human nature 
in the fact that the great national festival 
of Thanksgiving had won its way even into 
New England, and, by captivating the hearts 
of the rising generation there, had some- 
what relaxed the Pharisaism of the elders. 
I dropped a respectful line to the editor, 
assuming that he would be interested to 
give the true historv of the Pilgrim festival 
that flourished in New England a century 
and a half before there were any United 
States, and more than two centuries before it 
was adopted as a national institution; but 
an educated German, whose journal has ridi- 
culed an English author for making an 
error of one year in the date of an incident 
of German literature, confessed that his 
readers did not care enough about American 
affairs to make it worth while to correct 
such an egregious blunder. 

One evening at a salon, where were 
assembled only the most learned and culti- 
vated society, I was presented firat to 
Professor ———, who said at once, “ From 
America? I believe you have as yet no 
universities: you are too young to have anv 
science.”—“ On that point,” I replied, “I 
prefer to accept the verdict of the Berlin 
Academy, which crowned with its prize a 
work of our Sanskrit scholar, Professor 
Whitney; the verdict of the various Euro- 
pean academies that have elected Professor 




















December 1, 1877.] 


THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 


T67 








Dana an associate; the verdict of ”"— 
“Ah, so/” And this interlocutor gave 
lace to a second, who said, “I suppose you 
have no museums yet in America : you are 
too young for these.”—‘'If you intend 
museums of science, [ might remind you of 
the Smithsonian at Washington, the Pea- 
body, at New Haven, the Agassiz at 
Cambridge. In museums ofartand antiquity, 
of course we cannot compete with nations 
which were in the market before we were 
born. Still we have some treasures from 
Egypt and Assyria that European museums | 
would be glad to possess: and Berlin or | 
London would be glad to get hold of the | 
Cesnola Cyprus collection, now at New York. 
This you how j is genuine. But how about | 
those Moabite antiquities in your Berlin 
museum, and that other lot from Italy 
brought by your first archeologist as a| 
precious find? How, too, about the indorse- 
ment of the Cardiff Giant by German savans 
after American scholars had promptly 
exposed the fraud? You see we take an 
interest in these matters to the extent of 








our opportunity.” —“ Ah, so /” 























It aims to be a favorite in every family—looked for 
eagerly by the young folks, and read with interest 
by the older. Ite Sar se is to interest while it 
amuses; to be judicious, practical, sensible, and to 
have really permanent worth, while it attracts for 
the hour. 

It is handsomely illustrated, and has for contribu- 
tors some of the most attractive writers in the 
eountry. Among these are: 


J. T. Trowbridge, 

James T. Fields, 

Rebecca H. Davis, 

Mrs. A. H. Leonowens, 

Edward Everett Hale, Harriet P. Spofford, 

Wm, Cullen Bryant, A. D, T. Whitney, 
Louisa M. Alcott, 


Dinah Mulock Craik, 
J. G. Whittier, 
Louise C. Moulton, 
C. A, Stephens, 


Its reading is adapted to the oldand young; is very 
comprehensive in its character. It gives 


STORIES OF ADVENTURE, STORIES OF HOME AND 
LETTERS OF TRAVEL, SCHOOL LIFE, 
EDITORIALS UPON CUR- TALES, POETRY, 

RENT TOPICS, SELECTIONS FOR DEC- 
HISTORICAL ARTICLES, LAMATION, 
BIOGRAPH’! SKETCHES, ANECDOTES, PUZZLES, 
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, FAITH AND INCIDENTS. 


Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen copies sent 
free. Please mention in what paper you read this 
advertisement, 


PERRY MASON & CO., 
41 Temple Place, Boston. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and | OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30_A. M., and 4.15 


Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 








TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and | 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann’s 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


Case’ § Bible Atlas 


Quarto Size. Accurate, and up to the times. 16 Full 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes, and Index. Designed to aid 
aunee School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 

pe gi -00. Sent b - on receipt of price. 
7AsENTs S WANT - ee Townshi 
Casz & Co., 
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COMPANY, 


® 
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* 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCOBSS. 


Be sure to send for full 
purchasing any other. 


descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SAXE & ROBERTSON, 
GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 


No. 36 EAST Mth 8T., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORE. 








coop. 


a Att 
Beautifally Illustrated an 


ractive- 


Best and Cheapest Published. 





[SUNDAY SCHOOL 


PAPERS. \ 


LICATION TO 





;. W- 
- Publishing Co- 


Christian at Work 








P 
SAMPLES SENT FREE, ON A? 
sSecretary> 





Box 5105, N- = 


CHEAP. 








KINGSFORD’S 
Oswego Corn Starch 


IS THE MOST DELICIOUS OF ALL PREPARATIONS FOR 


_ PUDDINGS, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETO. 














THEY ALL DO IT! WHAT? 
BUY THEIR TYPE AND MATERIAL FRUM US 


Why ? Because we sell cheaper and d» not misrep- 
resent, therefore give entire satisfaction. Prices 
same toall, Outfit from $.0vup. Send stamp for 
Catalogue. 


NATIONAL TYPE CO., 


58 South Third Street, Phila. 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 
Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 





e) 


D\ any  nenael Larger sizes for | work 
and tising 
ond toms save . Excellent spare hour 


amusement for young orold. Can be 
made a money business = 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 


loxue to KELSEY & OO.,, Meanaf"s, Meriden. Conn. 


LARGE MIXED > CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
in case, 13c. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
Ag’ts outfit, 10c. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn. 








25 


ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
l0c., postpaid. J.B, HUSTED, Nasa i 


Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name 10c. 
post-paid, Geo. I, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 


25 


CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The pertume of Coreats & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Exrracr and 
Torzet Powper will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
eu iegnane: of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 























Ag si 683-715.W.8"S 
CINCINNATI. 


ROOK MA MARK |= 


Ro0k W seees. 
Uahi-inai-Daniie aoe 
Supplies a want felt in every acd 
School. 40,000 in use. Sample fre free. “ 
E. &. Clissold, 188 Madisca St., Chicago. 


TEAS. 


























—The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
prices—Largest Company in America— 


stagloarticle—slenses everybody—Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, President of the pagmel Amer- 
ican Tea Co., 43 Vesey St., N.Y P.O. Box 1287, 








PUBLICATIONS. 





“The best volume of Sermons resentiy published. “y 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1877. By 
17 ciergymen of different denominations. Small 
8vo, Cloth, $1.50, 
rod all bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised 
ric 
. LOCK WOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON, 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


CONCISE, Gammenie ne aba 
tive e 

only .on and Scho rae 7 

on e a quarter, or ce a 

Send SEVEN CENTS fo cclmen 


Number and be comvineel. —w 
ELSON & P PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
Sranierace New VYerk. 


CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 


No.1. 80 Vols, |. gare enrereniy ” 00. 
No.2 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No.8. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries = offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
com eae their selection, Send for our complete 


T. Y. CROWELL. 14 BROADWAY, _NEW YOR YORE, 


THE SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY. 


A full Exposition of the International Sabbath 
School Lessons, with Golden Text, Illustrative 
Reading, Analysis, Questions, Bible Dictionary, etc, 


aa The most complete and valuable help for 
scholars yet offered to American Sabbath Schools. 


Terms of Subscription—Per Annum, Post-paid : 
1 copy 5c, 
6 copies and upward to one address, per copy_.40c. 


SCHOLARS’ LESSON PAPER. 


100 copies, 1 year 
In smaller quantities at the same —- 
Send three-cent stamp for specimen. 
Address, SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY, 
77 Fifth Street, Louisville, Ky. 
































“ A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 


ration.” 
Foster’s Cyclopedia of 
Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
usefn! hooks in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and relirious truths. Roval 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep. $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL. 
744 Broadway, New York. 


ONE CENT 


Invested in a Postal Cird, directed to us, asking for 
a specimen copy of our new eight-page paper called 


THE 


Scholar’s Weekly 


will enable you to become acquainted with one of 
the best lesson helps for Sunday-school pupils ever 
issued. It has the following points in its favor: 
1.—It can be given out weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly. 
2.-—It is twice the size of the usual lesson paper, and 
costs no more, 





3.—It contains nearly as much matter as the Sun- 

a o -ape- hool Quarterlies, and costs about one-third 
ess. 

4-—It is the most thorough and complete lesson 
paper published, treating of the Connection, Biog- 
raphy Geography, Home Readings, and Marginal 
References, besides the usual questions on the 
lesson. 

TERMs :—Single copy, ocents per year; 100 copies, 
$o per year; 100 copies for one month, 75 cents. 


ADAMS, BLAC meme & LYON PUB. CO. CHICAGO, 


THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24mo Eprrion, 544x4 in. 


French Morocco, stiff covers —e FO 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_ . 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers - = | 
lrurkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 5.0¢ 
Postage nine cents extra. 

Nonpareit l6m0 Eprriox, » Cane in. 
French Moroeco, stiff covers_- > ; $2.40 
Persian Morocco, fiexible covers ------ 3.00) 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers____--- 3. hae 
Levant Moroceo, Divinity circuit, kid line d__-. 6.30 

Postage twelve cents extra. 

Munion 8vo Eprtion, 734x544 in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers ——as 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or fle xible covers ._. 5A 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-.. 8.00 

Postage eighteen cents extra. 

For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 


Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for cireu- 


Mr © THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
42 Bleecker a AD 
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Sett Complete in Terry, $65. 


Sett Complete in Plush, $75. 


Made in solid black wvalnut and finished in the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 
er sett, Pew cushions, 35 cts, to $1.25 per foot. 
Shurch, Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture on 
hand of the latest and most approved patterns, or 
made to order at short notice. Photographs, witn 
Price List, sent by mail if applied for. 


Paine'’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 
Boston, Mass, 





‘Christmas, 1877. 


Our improved Bracket Saw outfit. 
e——— - wearer’ 








oa 
xX 














1 Steel Frame, 6 Paris Steel Blades, 
KO Designs, full size, 100 Miniature Designs, 
f& Comic Silhouettes, 1 Beautiful Swiss Clock 

1 Set Doll’s Furniture Designs, 1 
Brad Awl, 1 Sheet Impression Paper, 1 piece 
of Flint Paper. Full instructions, Also les- 
sons for finishing wood in Oil, Shellac, Varnish 
and Polish, Sent, post-paid, for ®1 25, 






SENT FREE. 

Our Ilustrated Catalogue of more than 500 
articles (which can be sent by mail) of all 
grades suitable for Christmas Presents for 
the Family and Sanday school. Our Com- 
panion Dressmaker, containing 125 Patterns 
of latest style garments for ladies and misses, 
rules for sélf-measurement and a 60-inch lin- 
en tape-measure, and our Special List to Agents, 
Allsent free, Address 

Oo. 


PERRY MASON & C 

Youth’s Companion Office. Boston, Mass. 
- When you order, mention where you saw 
advertisement, 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE, 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD OODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, 
ings, ete., for trimming churches and fin 
8. 


la 





8 
lso 

Mould- 
e dwell- 


Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York. 


I COSTS YOU NOTHIN 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten dayw 
trial, and pay freight: both ways if returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY 4 0., Washington, N. J. 


The Youth’s Temperance Banner. 


The National Temperance Society and Publication 
House publish a beautifully illustrated Monthly 
Paper, especially adapted to children and youth, 
and Sunday School and Juvenile Temperance Or- 
ganizations. Each number contains several choice 
engravings, a piece of music, and a great variety of 
articles from the pens of the best writers for chil 
dren in America. It should be ; laced in the hands 
of every child in the land. Terms—in advance—in- 
cluding postage, 

Single Copies, one year 
Eight Copies to one address,_...... 














Fitty 6 75 
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Address 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 


FOR 1878. 


_ In arranging its plans for 1878. it has been’ the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each*special department ; also to secure greater variety and richness than 


before in every Other portion of its columns, 


PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D 


Announcements are now made as follows: 


of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
*? foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 


of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D 


of the University at Rochester, a member 
*? of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 


tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament, 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D 


of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 
*9 Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 


Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 


H. CLAY TRUMBUL 


Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Ilustra- 
9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 


readers of The Times during the year now closing. 


Correspondin 


GEORGE A. PELTZ 


Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
9 work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 


nation of its biography. Foography.. and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 


ners and customs, as wil 


“FAITH LATIMER” 
The REV. W. W. NEWTON 


original and selected, for each week's lesson. 


The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


OTHER LESSON HELPS 


Hints on the lessons from time to time. 


aid the student to its better understanding. 
will supply her admirable expositions of the lesson for the 
benefit of Primary Class teachers, 

who is following in the steps of his distinguished father 
9 asa preacher to children, is to furnish iilustrations, 


will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 
? ments on the lessons, week by week. 


The Rev. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
* Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 
Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 


week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 


be furnished by well-known scholars. 





ROSE TERRY COOKE, ©’ 


under the title of “* What She Could.” 


who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 
9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times, 
This is Mrs. Cooke's first serial story, and it is written for 


the stimulus and encouragement of Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers, 
so well known for his literary work on The 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON 


» Independent, and as an editor of “ The History 


of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 


Sunday School Times. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS. 


A series of sketches of personal experience in the 
Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 


school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 


men will have a place in The Times. 


Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 


include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 





NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. at yom will send your name and post-office 


ress, together with twenty-five cents, to 


the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 10 14 copies a 
year, $2.15each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 


each, Address 





AGENTS WANTED. 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 


for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, I11 








AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Pra 700 (octavo) Price 
1 ae =, 6. GOODSPEED & ss New York or Cin- 
cinnati, O. 


—— - 


NO MORE HARD TIMES. 


3000 Ministers: Book and Picture 
ad Wanted, One agent cleared $15, the 
other day, in nine hours. $8 worth of samples free. 
— Rey. 8. ‘I. BUCK, Milton, Norvuhumberland 
Co., Pa, 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly an >. La 

est ates, od im the World, with emanalle 
ree, 








Chromos Rig Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O. VICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 





BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~*e 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 


Send for Territorv. Circulars, etc., at once, Address 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. 


Send 
AGENTS terms of the fastest selling 








The Bible for Bible Teachers, 


Go to vour Bookseller and ask him for the “ BIBLE 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Spottis- 
woode’s imprint. They are furnished in five sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 up to $13.00—all alike as to 
matter, the only difference being in size and style 
of orem There is no reason why any Sunday- 
school or Bible Teacher should any longer be with- 
out the BEST. 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular. If the books can- 
not be furnished you at home, drop a postal card to 

POTT, YOUNG & CO., Cooper Union, N. Y, 


LESSON HELPER, 


with four large pages weekly, explains and illus- 
trates the International Lesson for Teachers and 
Bible classes. One copy, one month, five cents ; 
one year, 50 cents. Over 12 copies, each 25 cents 
a year, Address, Evangelical Publishing _Co., 
70 Bible House, New York 


SPLENDID MARKET GARDEN. 
Well equipped, Sash, Tools, and Crops -for 1878 
One mile from best market in New England. All 
for sale or to lease by 
JOHN B. SMITH, East Hartford, Ct. 





Cards, 25 styles, 13c.; 30 Elegant Cards, no 2 alike 
Wc, with name. Seccom be & Co., Kinderhook, N.Y. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS, 











book of the age: the 


F 100,000 
ACTS ttt PEOPLE 


THE 
or, Household an4 Farmers’ Cyclopedia. A house- 
hold necessity—one that every family needs, Agents 


are meeting with great success, for every family 
who sees the book wants it. Secure territory at 
once. 


Address: Anchor Publishing Co., 305 
Locust Street, St. Louis, Mo. 








All the Best Makes of SCROLL SAWS 
LATEES, with Jig and Circular Saw At 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 


Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs. 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
8 Club, etc., etc. 


At Factory Prices. Cutalogues Free. 











J.&R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, ETC. 
Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 each- 


Send for Circular,s9 Carmine St.N.Y. 














Sau OL, N. , 


HAWKES GOLD QUILL, 
Send stamp for circulars. 
Pens repaired, 50c. 66 Nas- 


JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 








PRINTING. 





CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN RESSES, Seif- 
Inking from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $50 Press, Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue. 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 





$2 Seli-Inker Keystone 


Press, 100 Printing letters, Roller, Ink, 
leads, 8, type, and outside 
case, All for $3. Stamp for Catalogue, 
W. C, Evans, 50 N. Ninth 8t., Phila, Pa. 















LATELY IMPROVED. 
Overcoming all possibil- 
ity of Slipping off Shoul- 


der; all sizes for both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send hss 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, O. 
Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 








GROLL SAWS 


aN tena (elele) 


DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c.| 


A 


HAMBEF 


M 








1 x 2t MOTTOES, 5 for 25; Col. Chromo 

2 mottos, 25: Bookmarks per doz. 12; 18 in. Java 
Canvas, 30; Angola zephyr worsted, r 0z., 12; 
Germantown yarns, 11; white perforated cardboard, 
l0c.; Blue, Brown, or Cardinal Hoods, 75; Knit 
Leggins, 50 to $1.00; Doxology or Lord’s Prayer for 
— ay-schools on card board, 5c. Sent at the 
above 


mail from 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


CTS. will get you 3 pr. fancy cashmere 4 
hose, or2 Hemstitched Linen Handkerchiefs, or 
4 Hemmed Linen Handkerchiefs for men, or 2 Siik 
Handkerchiefs for Ladies, or 3 Hemstitched Hand- 
kerchiefs for ladies, or 1 pr. men’s Fur top Kid 
Gloves, or 1 pr. Buff Gauntlets, 


J.D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
PIANOS Retail price $750 only $235 ; $650, $175. 
Ss Smee! Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, $96; 12, $85. 
ORGAN 9, $65 ; 2, $45—brand new, warranted,15. 
WER ESS days’ test trial, Other bargains 24-pp. 
Illustrated Newspaper all about Piano-Organ war, 
ree. DANIEL F, BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 





QUAKER CITY ORGAN CO. 


Sunday-schools and others wishing to purchase 
will receive special rates A from 
FACTORY, 222 MARKET ST.,, Philadelphia. 





> Our New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 
DF fests A Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. 


PENCIL 
ORTOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila., Pa 





THE INDEPENDENT 
FOR 1878 


Will have to be a VERY GOOD PAPER to satisfy 
the thousands of readers who have become familiar 
with its good qualities in the past. But we propose 
this year to excel the past, 

We shail continue to print articles from the best 
writers and thinkers in the country. The depart- 
ments of Religious News, Literature, Sunday- 
school, Fine Arts, Science, Missions, School and 
College, Markets, Farm and Garden, Financial, 
and Tnavrance will, as heretofore, be contributed to 
by specialists in each branch. These departments 
are famous because they are trustworthy. 


COOK’S LECTURES. 


These famous Lectures, delivered in Boston 
every Monday, bythe Rev. Joseph Cook, will be 
published in full, together with the introductory 


remarks, 
SERMONS 


by eminent clergymen in all parts of the country 
will continue to be printed. 


PREMIUMS. 


We offer Rev. Joseph Cook’s valuable new vol- 
umes, entitled “ BIOLOGY ” and © TrRanscenpDENTAL- 
ism,” embodying, in a revised and corrected form, 
the anthor’s iast winter's remarkable Monday 
Lectures, They are published in handsome book 
form, with colored illustrations, by James R Osgood 
& Co., of Boston. We wiil mail a copy of either 
volume, postpaid, to every subscriber to Tire Inpr- 
PENDENT who remits us $3 fora year in advance; or 
any subscriber may remit 85.50, and we will send 
him Tue INDEPENDENT for two years in advance, and 
both volumes, postpaid. 


WORCESTER’S UNABRIDGED 


PICTORIAL DICTIONARY. 


Bound in Sheep, 1554 pages, over 1000 Illustrations, 
Issue of 1877. 

We have made a special contract with the great 
publishing house of J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Phita- 
delphia, by which we are enabled to offer the most 
desirable Premium ever given 4 us or any other 
newspaper in the country. We willsend this Diction- 
ary to any person who will send us the names of 
Three New Subscribers and Nine Dollars ; or who will, 
on renewing his own subscription, in advance, send 
us Two New Names additional and $9.00; or who will 
renew his own subscription for three years, in ad- 
vance, and send us $9.00, 

‘Lhe regular price of the Dictionary alone at all 
the bookstores is $10.00. white the lowest price of 
three subscriptions is $9.00. Both the Dictionary 
and the three Subscriptions, under this extraordinary 
offer, can, therefore, be had together for only $9.00. 
The Dictionary will be delivered at our office, or in 
Philadelphia, free, or be sent by express or other- 
wise, as may be ordered, at the expense of the sub- 
scriber, 

The Subscriber under this offer will not be en- 
titled to any other Premium. 


Subscription Price, $3 per annum, in Advance, 
including any one of the following Premiums: 


Any one volume of the Household Edition of Charles 
Dickens's Works, bound in cloth, with 16 Ilius- 

trations each, by Sol Kytinge. 

Moody and Sankey’s Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs 
No, 2. 

Lincoln and his Cabinet; or, First Reading of the 
Emancipation Proclamatiun. Fine large Steel 
Engraving. By Ritchie. Size 26x36, 

Authors of the United States. Fine large Steel En- 
graving. 44 Portraits, Size 24x38'4. By Ritchie. 

Charles Sumner. Fine Steel Engraving. By Ritch:e, 

Grant or Wilson, Fine Steel Engravings. By Ritchie. 

Endwin M., Stanton, Fine Steel Engraving. = Ritchie. 

The Inner Life of Abraham Lincoln. By Frank B. 
Carpenter. Bound in cloth. 360 pages. It 
gives a better insight into his “inner life” than 
ean be found elsewhere, and is altogether one 
ofthe most fascinating, instructive, and useful 
books of the kind ever published. 

Subscription Price, $3 per annum, in Advance. 
&@- Specimen copies rent free, 
Address THE INDEPENDENT, 

P. 0. Box 2787, New York City.™ 


B RIDLEY & SONS 


Grand and Allen Sts., N.Y. 


TOYS AND DOLLS 


FOR 
Sabbath Schools & Fairs. 


SUPERINTENDENTS ann TEACHERS 
WILL FIND OUR STOCK OF HOLIDAY GOODS 
READY FOR INSPECTION IN THE 
Wholesale Department, 

ON THE FOURTH FLOOR, UNTIL 


Monday, December 3. 


STOCK IS ALL NEWLY IMPORTED AND 
WILL AVERAGE 
25 PER CENT. 
BELOW LAST YEAR'S PRICES, 











THE 





Although our six floors are equal to more than 40 
ordinary stores, and we have about 


One Thousand Clerks 


steadily engaged, the pressure of business upon us 
this season necessitates a delay of one week in our 
usual 


SANTA CLAUS RETAIL OPENING. 


a—@- SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO SABBATH 
SCHOOLS AND FAIRS. 


EDWARD RIDLEY & SONS, 


Nos. 309, 311,£311 GRAND ST. 
Nos, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, €8, AND 70 ALLEN STREET. 





